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cA  oMemorial  of  J^ove  and  Foresight 


EVERY  mature  person  appreciates  the  foresight  of  those  who 
provide — in  advance — for  a  final  resting  place.   We  have 
often  seen  the  hardship,  grief,  bewilderment  and  unneces- 
sary expense  of  having  to  select  a  burial  site  hurriedly. 

Very  often  a  stranger  or  a  neighbor  is  called  upon  to  make 
this  decision  at  the  last  minute.  Naturally,  no  outsider  can  possi- 
bly take  care  of  such  an  important  matter. 

Thoughtful  men  and  women  should  give  this  inevitable  con- 
tingency careful  consideration  in  advance  and  not  wait  until  the 
emergency  arises. 

THE  BROOKLYN  JEVl^ISH  CENTER  is  offering  to  its  members 
and  their  friends  an  opportunity  to  select  a  final  resting  place 
on  the  beautiful  grounds  owned  by  the  institution  on  the  old 
Montefiore  Cemetery  at  Springfield,  L.  I. 

These  private  family  plots  are  sold  at  prices  below  the 
market  value,  and  upon  convenient  terms  of  payment. 

Write  TODAY  for  additional  information  using  the  coupon 
printed  below,  or  telephone  the  Center  office  (PResident  4-1400.) 


Brooklyn  Jewish  Center, 
667-691  Eastern  Parkway, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Please  send  to  the  address  below  your  illus- 
trated booklet  giving  detailed  information  re- 
garding your  private  family  plots  on  the  old 
Montefiore  cemetery. 
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THE  VALUE  OF  THE  CON- 
SECRATION SERVICE 

WE  have  just  concluded  the  sec- 
ond year  in  the  work  of  our 
Consecration  Class.  It  was  a 
new  ex])criment  in  our  Center,  and 
many  were  fearful  of  this  innovation. 
Readers  of  the  Rci'ictc  will  lie  interest- 
ed to  know  the  fine  etTects  that  we 
can  thus  far  note  as  a  result  of  the  in- 
struction which  these  s;irls  have  re- 
ceived. 

At  the  close  of  the  season  last  year 
the  girls,  of  their  own  accord,  banded 
themselves  together  and  this  year  they 
have  met  bi-weekly  with  their  Con- 
secration teacher  for  an  intensive 
study  of  the  Jews  in  America.  It  was 
not  only  the  actual  course  of  study 
that  they  pursued,  but  the  fact  that 
the  girls  continue  to  maintain  their 
companionship  and  friendship,  and 
continue  to  remain  under  the  guidance 
and  inspiration  of  their  teacher  for 
another  year  that  shows  at  on£e  that 
the  service  has  had  a  telling  influence. 

We  are  confident  that  this  year's 
■  members  of  the  class  will  continue 
their  studies  during  the  coming  sea- 
son. In  this  way  we  are  helping  to 
train  a  generation  of  young  Jewish 
women  who  will  understand  their  place 
in  Jewish  life  and  their  duty  to  the 
Jewish  people.  Looking  at  the  results 
objectively,  we  feel  that  it  can  hon- 
estly be  said  that  this  new  venture  is 
one  of  the  most  significant  to  have 
been  adopted  by  our  Center. 


SHEVUOTH,  THE  FESTIVAL 
OF  THE  TORAH 

THE  festival  of  Shevuoth,  which 
we  shall  observe  on  Sunday  and 
Monday  of  the  coming  week,  is 
one  that  held  a  cherished  place  in  the 
heart  of  the  Jew.  Passover,  which  was 
also  precious  to  him,  marked  the  day 
when  he  became  physically  free.  But 
the  Jew  instinctively  felt  that  physical 
freedom   alone   was   not   enough  for 
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him.  Shevuoth  marks  the  day  when  he 
liecame  spiritually  free.  It  is  the  Zc- 
man  Matan  Torascuu,  the  season  that 
commemorates  the  giving  of  the  Torah 
on  Mount  Sinai,  when  the  Jew  found 
that  freedom  which  was  to  nurture  his 
heart,  his  mind  and  his  sotil.  It  was 
on  that  historic  day  in  Siz'an  that  the 
jew  dedicated  himself  to  the  study  and 
to  the  living  of  those  ideals,  of  those 
lofty  principles,  which  his  Torah  syn'- 
bolized. 

Here  in  America,  we  Jews  can  indeed 
celebrate  the  Festival  of  Passover  in 
all  its  significance.  For  here  we  have 
found  freedom  from  all  forms  of  phy- 
sical bondage.  Alas,  the  Festival  of 
Shevuoth  has  lost  much  of  its  meaning 
and  significance  for  many  a  Jew  in 
this  land.  While  enjoying  physical, 
political  and  economic  freedom  he  is- 
nevertheless  a  slave  in  spirit,  having 
surrendered  much  of  his  own  culture, 
his  own  literature,  his  own  ideals,  his 
own  ways  of  life. 

Let  us  hope  that  on  this  histonc 
festival,  we  may  once  again  prove  true 
to  our  own  selves.  Let  us  rededicale 
ourselves  to  our  Torah — our  priceless 
heritage,  which  still  holds  forth  for 
us,  and  for  all  the  world,  that  mes- 
sage which  can  bring  peace  and  bless- 
edness to  all  mankind. 


TO  REV.  ALAN  M.  FAIRBANK,  A 
GOOD  FRIEND  AND  LOYAL 
NEIGHBOR 

THK  members  of  the  Center  will 
be  sorry  to  learn  that  the  Rev. 
Alan  M.  Fairbank  is  leaving  the 
pastorate  of  the  St.  Paul  Congrega- 
tional Church  on  New  York  Avenue 
and  Sterling  Place,  to  accept  a  call  to 
become  the  minister  of  the  Bunker  Hill 
Congregational  Church  in  Waterbury, 
Connectictit. 

The  Rev.  I'airbaiik  has  endi'ared 
himself  to  all  the  people  of  this  com- 
munity, regardless  of  faith  or  creed. 
His  high  idealism,  his  fine  conception 
and  a]ipreciation  of  American  demo- 
cracy, and  his  beautiful  understanding 
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of  the  true  and  fundamental  values  of 
religion  have  made  him  an  outstanding 
spiritual  leader  in  our  community. 

We  of  the  Center  have  found  him 
above  all  a  good  neighbor,  sharing 
many  of  the  dreams  for  a  finer  and 
more  spiritualized  communal  life  that 
animated  so  many  of  our  group.  Serv- 
ing in  the  same  denomination  in  which 
served  our  lamented  friend  Dr.  S. 
I'arkes  Cadman,  he  has  proven  himself 
a  true  disciple  of  that  great  and  un- 
forgettable leader. 

We  regret  his  going,  and  want  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  extend  to  him 
our  sincerest  good  wishes  for  a  very 
successful  mini.stry  in  his  new  sphere 
of  activity.  We  shall  always  be  glad 
to  hear  from  him  and  to  feel  that  in 
him  we  have  a  real  friend. 

—I.  H.  L. 


RAISING  THE  STANDARD 
OF  GIVING 

OF  great  significance  in  the  pre- 
sent campaign  for  funds  con- 
ducted jointly  by  the  Brooklyn 
and  New  York  Federations  of  Jewish 
Charities  is  the  fact  that  larger  con- 
tributions are  being  announced  than 
heretofore.  There  is  a  likelihood  that 
the  enthusiasm  for  the  merger  of  these 
two  organizations  prompted  many  to 
part  with  a  greater  portion  of  their 
wealth.  Others  will  ascribe  it  to  a  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  Brooklyn  donors  to 
meet  the  more  generous  spirit  display- 
ed by  their  co-religionists  in  Manhat- 
tan. Be  that  as  it  may,  it  jioints  to  a 
tendency  to  raise  the  standard  of  giv- 
ing in  Jewish  communal  life,  which 
should  be  more  than  welcome. 

Most  of  us  w'ill  recall,  in  the  not 
too  far  distant  past,  when  men  and 
women  would  vie  with  each  other  in 
the  display  of  generosity  by  making 
substantial  donations  to  various  ap- 
peals made  to  them.  There  was  a  spirit 
of  com])etition  in  doing  good  which 
was  most  encouraging.  The  community 
made  greater  demands  on  the  individ- 
ual, and  many  learned  to  give  thou- 
sands of  dollars  where  heretofore  the 
giving  of  hundreds  was  usual. 
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ALONG  THE  BORSCHT 
CIRCUIT 

By  WILLIAM  H.  BIRNIE 

{Rcpyiiitrd  from  flic  .'V.  World- 
Telegram  ) 


With  the  coming  of  the  depression 
the  situation  tool<  a  different  trend.  It 
became  fashionable  to  plead  poverty 
and  to  abstain  from  contributing  to 
worthwhile  causes  or  movements.  We 
boasted  of  our  financial  losses  but  took 
every  precaution  not  to  state  what  we 
still  possessed.  Instead  of  responding 
to  appeals  we  were  content  to  rest  on 
our  past  donations  and  that  sup]ilied 
the  necessary  ease  of  mind  and  rest  of 
conscience. 

We  greet  the  change  in  the  field  of 
Jewish  contribution.  It  is  the  healthy 
sign  of  a  return  to  normal  Jewish  life. 

-J.  G. 


THOMAS  MANN  ON  THE 
JEWS* 

ANTI-Semitism  is  the  corollary 
and  catch-word  of  present-day 
mass-humanity  and  mass-mys- 
ticism ;  both  obscure  characteristics 
and  shot  through  with  much  bestiality. 
It  is  not  a  thought,  nor  a  word;  it 
has  H  )  human  voice,  it  is  mere  bawl- 
ing. .\nd  the  spiritually-minded  man. 
the  man  who  has  himself  in  hand,  does 
not  join  in  bawling;  he  waits  until  it 
ceases  for  a  moment  and  in  the  en- 
suing silence  he  speaks  his  nay. 

This  nay,  which  is  by  no  means  a 
yea  to  all  and  every  type  of  Jew,  is 
the  expression  of  a  natural  and  a  ne- 
cessary distinction  of  the  spirit  which 
has  nothing  to  to  with  i)resumi)tioii 
and  which  the  spiritually-minded  does 
not  renovmce  without  dishonor  to  him- 
self or  without  thrusting  life  itself 
into  misfortune.  We  in  Germany  have 
experienced  what  misery  it  leads  to 
when  its  intellectuals,  its  scientists,  its 
writers  and  ])hilosophers  descend  down 
to  the  rabble  for  the  sake  of  an  unfor- 
(  Coiitiniicd  on  page  18) 


*Text  in  part  of  the  speech  dclh'crcd 
by  Herr  Mann  at  the  Free  Synagogue 
on  April  18. 


Members  of  the  Editorial  Board 
for  the  Review 
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Dr.  Israel  H.  Levinthal 
Lester  Lyons 

William  I.  Siegel 


EDDIE  J.  ROSS,  39.  who  is  nor- 
mally one  of  the  more  dynamic 
inhabitants  of  Broadway,  stared 
glumly  at  the  photograjih  of  a  nude 
over  his  desk  and  declared  he  didn't 
think  he  could  stand  the  pace  another 
moment.  Anyhow,  he  was  positive  he 
couldn't  get  through  the  next  two 
weeks  without  a  collapse.  What  was 
distressing  Mr.  Ross  was  the  fact  that 
his  business  was  booming. 

Along  with  about  a  dozen  other  thea- 
trical agents,  most  of  them  clustered 
around  Broadway  and  46th  Street,  he 
specializes  in  booking  ])erformers  for 
the  hundreds  of  summer  camps  and 
hotels  in  the  Catskills,  where  anyone 
with  $50  or  $60  can  suend  a  two-week 
vacation  with  a  floor  show,  more  or 
less,  in  the  casino  every  night.  Variety 
calls  it  the  "Borscht  Circuit."  because 
borscht.  which  is  a  thick  beet  soup 
popular  in  Jewish  households,  is  sup- 
posed to  be  a  favored  dish  among  the 
guests. 

Mr.  Ross  verges  on  collapse  every 
year  around  the  first  of  May  when  the 
resort  owners  come  around  to  shop 
for  talent.  Their  ap{)earance  is  one  of 
the  inevitable  signs  of  spring  in  Man- 
hattan, as  reliable  as  the  sprouting  of 
geraniums  on  window  ledges  and  bliss- 
ful couples  on  top  of  Fifth  Avenue 
buses.  But  in  the  eyes  of  Mr.  Ross, 
a  resort  owner  is  an  extremely  ex- 
asperating creature. 

"They  got  crazy  ideas."  he  sighed. 
"They  expect  to  get  Lawrence  Tibbett 
and  Gypsy  Rose  Lee,  and  they  want  to 
pay  them  with  room  and  board.  It  is 
very  discouraging." 

He  was  particularly  distressed  a 
while  ago  when  an  owner  ofifered  to 
pay  a  social  director  $250  for  the  sea- 
son. The  social  director  wanted  $.300, 
so  Mr.  Ross  suggested  a  compromise 
at  $275.  The  owner  could  not  sec  it, 
and  Mr.  Ross  shouted,  in  desperation: 

"Listen,  if  you  won't  tell  nobody. 
I'll  throw  in  Eddie  Cantor  for  five 
bucks  extra." 

"Okay."  said  the  owner.  "I'll  jiay 
the  five  bucks  out  of  my  own  pocket.  " 

Another  thing  which  depresses  Mr. 
Ross  is  the  fact  that,  good  actors  make 


bum  waiters,  and  vice  versa.  He  says 
he  could  place  any  number  of  tenors, 
if  they  could  only  handle  salads,  and 
any  number  of  blues  singers  with  a 
talent  for  dusting  rooms.  But  art  being 
as  aristocratic  and  stubborn  as  it  is, 
the  best  he  can  do  is  to  place  busboys 
who  don't  mind  taking  occasional  roles 
in  the  theatricals. 

"That  is  putting  the  cart  before  the 
horse,"  he  observed,  sadly,  "but  so 
what  ?" 

With  the  demise  of  vaudeville,  the 
Borscht  Circuit  is  receiving  a  grudging 
consideration  from  Broadway  as  a 
training  ground  for  performers.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there's  an  imposing  ar- 
ray of  theatrical  topnotchers  among 
its  alumni.  Moss  Hart,  for  example, 
who  co-authored  "You  Can't  Take  It 
With  You"  with  George  S.  Kaufman, 
and  Arthur  Kober,  who  recorded  his 
own  experiences  at  a  Berkshire  camp 
in  "Having  Wonderful  Time." 

Clifford  Odets  wrote  skits  and  ap- 
peared in  them  at  three  or  four  casi- 
nos. Gertrude  Niesen  had  a  job  as  a 
waitress  and  did  some  singing  on  the 
side — until  she  got  fired  because  the 
])roprietor  thought  her  voice  wasn't 
going  over. 

Henry  Youngman,  a  gaunt,  drawling 
fellow  who  has  emerged  as  a  master 
of  ceremonies  at  several  night  clubs 
during  the  last  few  months,  has  been 
playing  borscht  for  ten  years.  He 
started  out  for  room  and  board  alone, 
and  last  summer,  at  White  Row  Lake. 
Livingston  Manor,  he  got  $100  a  week, 
jjlus  room  and  board  for  his  wife  and 
baby.  That  is  just  about  tops  in 
borscht. 

"It's  all  right  for  a  few  years,"  he 
said  the  other  day  during  a  rehearsal 
for  a  Kate  Smith  radio  program,  "but 
you  won't  find  me  back  on  the  circuit 
while  I  have  enough  money  to  pay 
my  rent  somewhere  else." 

"Most  of  the  camips  and  hotels,  ac- 
cording to  Helen  Levy,  of  the  Varsity 
Entertainment  Bureau  in  the  Palace 
Theatre  Building,  hire  an  entire  staff, 
which  is  under  the  social  director, 
also  known  as  the  headman. 

There  is  usually  a  prima  donna,  a 
blues  singer,  a  tenor,  a  dance  team  and 
{Continued  on  page  23) 
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THE  COMING  ZIONIST  CONGRESS 
MAY  BE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  FUTURE 

OF  ZIONISM 


FOUR  decades  have  i)assed  since 
the  first  World  Zionist  Congress 
at  Basle  made  the  momentous 
declaration  which  has  since  been  the 
political  policy  of  world  Jewry  and 
has  also  set  the  frame  of  its  economic 
trend.  These  forty  years  have  been 
charged  with  a  high  enthusiasm  among 
Zionists.  The  resultant  achievements 
have  been  notable  and  portentous.  At 
the  same  time  t  he  years  have  been 
complicated  by  constant  disappoint- 
ment to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  at 
least  debatable  on  which  side  of  the 
scale  the  balance  falls.  And  certainly 
it  must  be  conceded  by  even  the  most 
optimistic  Zionist  that  the  close  of  the 
period  finds  Jewry  and  Zionism  in  a 
condition  which  to  a  great  extent  be- 
lies the  high  promise  evoked  in  the 
middle  years  by  the  Balfour  Declara- 
tion and  the  Mandate. 

The  facts  of  the  contemporary  scene 
lay  the  stage  for  the  forthcoming 
Twentieth  World  Zionist  Congress. 
These  conditions  also  give  perspective 
to  the  problems  Vv'hicli  the  Congress 
will  be  called  upon  to  consider.  In 
turn,  these  conditions  therefore  inevit- 
ably confer  an  epochal  importance  on 
the  decisions  which  the  Congress  may 
reach.  To  no  small  extent,  this  Con- 
gress will  of  historic  necessity  find  it- 
self res])onsible  for  the  entire  future 
of  Zionism.  It  is  not  an  exaggeration 
to  say  that  history  is  now  offering  to 
Jewry  perhaps  its  last  opportunity  of 
working  out  its  destiny  along  the  lines 
of  the  Basle  program.  Wise  judgment 
will  facilitate  the  fruitful  acceptance 
of  this  opportunity.  Inappropriate  deci- 
sions may  ho])elcssly  entangle  Zionism 
amid  a  welter  of  internal  Jewish  dis- 
sension and  subject  it  to  an  impene- 
trable wall  of  external  opposition. 

It  therefore  becomes  highly  import- 
ant to  understand  the  problems  which 
in  all  probability  will  form  the  major 
l)art  of  the  Congress  agenda.  Basically, 
they  are  three-fold  in  nature.  Of  tlie 
most  obvious  immediate  importance  is 
the  problem  of  the  liritish  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Mandate  and  of  the  acts 
and  policies  of  Great  Britain  conse- 
f|uent  upon  such  interpretation.  As  a 
corollary,  there  will  be  a  considera- 
tion of  the  Royal  Commission  Report, 
soon  to  be  made,  with  its  possible  re- 
commendation  for  cantonization,  re- 
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itriction  of  innnigration,  etc.  Next  in 
degree  perhaps  at  the  present  moment, 
but  in  the  long  run  certain  to  be  of 
equal  and  perhaps  greater  importance, 
is  the  problem  of  the  relations,  now 
and  in  the  future,  between  the  Yishub 
and  the  Arab  population  of  Palestine. 
Of  the  least  consequence  at  first  glance, 
but  ultimately  of  high  significance  is 
the  problem  of  the  relationship  in  the 
Goluth  and  in  Eretz  Israel  among  the 
various  groups  of  Israel  itself. 

The  Congress  will  find  the  problem 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  Mandate  one 
of  extraordinary  complexity.  There 
can  hardly  be  a  doubt  that  the  League 
of  Nations  intended  in  the  fullest  de- 
gree to  create  a  Jewish  National  Home- 
land in  Palestine  and  that  it  thus  ex- 
pressed itself  in  the  exact  terms  of  the 
Mandate.  If  words  have  an  unchange- 
able integrity,  the  conclusion  follows 
from  the  stipulation  that  "Palestine  is 
to  be  placed  tmder  such  political  ad- 
ministration and  economic  conditions 
as  will  secure  the  establishment  of  the 
Jewish  National  Home  and  the  de- 
velopment of  .self-governing  institu- 
tions." To  argue  over  the  construction 
or  to  fritter  away  the  import  of  such 
language  is  to  exhibit  cither  a  lack  of 
understanding  of  the  purpose  of  the 
Mandate,  or  purposely  to  emasculate 
it.  That  is  a  position  which  the  Con- 
gress both  in  law  and  in  morals  might 
very  well  assume,  and  on  the  basis 
of  which  it  might  demand  of  Great 
Britain  a  literal  compliance  with  the 
terms  and  intent  of  the  IVIandate. 

I)Ut  the  Congress  must  be  realistic 
Events  of  the  immediate  pa.st  have 
shown  that  for  all  practical  purposes 
the  League  of  Nations  is  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  abetted  by  France  in  matters  of 
mutual  interest,  but  otherwise  helped 
to  domination  over  the  League  by  a 
cynical  indiftcrence  on  the  part  of  the 
other  great  powers.  To  follow  the  an- 
alogy of  a  trust,  an  ap{x?al  to  the 
League  of  Nations  would  be  as  fruit- 
less as  an  appeal  by  a  beneficiary  to  a 
venal  court.  An  appeal  from  Alexan- 
der drunk  to  Alexander  intoxicated 
could  be  no  more  useless.  Witness 
the  sad  and  shameful  spectacle  of 
Abyssinia ! 


One  is  compelled  to  conclude  that 
to  a  very  large  extent  the  method  of 
approach  with  respect  to  the  British 
administration  of  the  Mandate  lies 
principally  if  not  solely  in  a  judicious 
process  of  informing,  along  all  proper 
channels,  British  public  opinion.  (We 
may  well  thank  the  destiny  of  the  Jew- 
ish people,  whatever  it  is  or  whatever 
it  may  yet  be,  for  the  fact  that  Eng- 
land is  one  of  the  few  remaining  coun- 
tries in  which  public  opinion  still  plays 
a  major  part  in  the  formation  of  gov- 
ernmental policy).  And  yet,  the  Con- 
gress must  at  the  same  time  realize 
that  Great  Britain  has  many  distract- 
ing problems  of  imperial  importance, 
which  to  a  considerable  extent  engage 
the  interest  even  of  the  man  on  the 
street.  It  is  questionable  just  how  much 
Palestine,  and  the  Jewish  rights  and 
interests  in  Palestine,  will  appeal  to 
that  typical  moulder  of  British  govern- 
mental policy.  The  Congress  must  find 
an  answer  to  that  problem  in  mass- 
psychology.  The  Congress  must  deter- 
mine this  delicate  question :  whether 
to  stand  upon  the  strict  letter  of  the 
Mandate  or  whether  in  appearance  at 
least  and  temporarily  to  remit  part  of 
our  insistence  upon  law  and  justice  in 
the  hope  and  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
gaging the  sympathy  of  British  public 
opinion,  and  thus  to  compel  the  for- 
nndation  of  a  new  im])crial  policy  with 
respect  to  Palestine. 

It  is  not  meant  to  suggest  by  this 
that  the  Congress  must,  or  even  should, 
sacrifice  to  the  demands  of  expediency 
one  tithe  or  particle  of  Jewish  right 
as  conferred  by  the  Mandate.  If  that 
were  necessary  in  order  to  win  a  con- 
cession as  a  matter  of  grace  rather 
than  as  a  matter  of  right,  then  prob- 
ably the  Congress  would  be  obliged 
to  stake  the  entire  future  of  Zionism 
on  a  bold  if  desperate  demand  for  jus- 
tice. To  submit,  for  instance,  to  can- 
tonization as  a  solution  would  be  sui- 
cidal to  our  legitimate  hopes.  To  ac- 
cept a  rigid  codification  of  the  pre- 
sent definition  of  "absorptive  capacity" 
would  be  almost  as  bad.  To  acquiesce 
in  a  ban  on  land  purcha.se  would  be 
treasonable.  It  is  only  meant  to  be  sug- 
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gested  here  that  perhaps  fcstina  Icntc 
is  for  the  moment  not  a  counsel  of 
cowardice.  At  any  rate,  the  problem 
is  certainly  there. 

As  for  the  Arab  question,  obviously 
the  Congress  must  recognize  its  grave 
implications  for  the  future  as  well  as 
its  present  aspect.  Congress  must  not 
lose  sight  of  the  forest  becau.se  of  the 
trees.  The  problem  will  not  be  sim- 
plified by  the  fact  that  the  outrages  of 
1936  are  .so  close  in  point  of  time  and 
so  vivid  in  memory.  It  is  difficult  to 
be  judicious  amid  the  dug  of  bullets, 
and  when  the  groans  of  the  wounded 
and  the  countenances  of  the  dead  arc 
etched  in  memory's  ear  and  eye.  And 
yet  it  is  clear  that  no  matter  what  the 
jirovocation  to  resentment  may  be.  the 
problems  of  Arabic-Jewish  relation- 
ships must  be  met  with  a  statesmanlike 
view  to  the  future  and  with  as  com- 
plete a  forgetting  of  the  past  as  is  hu- 
manly ])ossible.  The  Yishub  will  have 
to  live  with  the  Arabs  in  the  future 
in  Eretz  Israel  and  must  live  with 
them  on  the  basis  of  under.standing 
and  peace.  We  cannot  contemplate  the 
Yishub  permanently  behind  the  walls 
of  a  stockade. 

It  may  be  suggested  that  that  is  sole- 
ly the  problem  of  the  Yishub,  since  it 
lives  with  the  problem.  That,  however, 
is  taking  a  narrow  view  of  the  situa- 
tion. The  present  day  Yishub  is  an  ad- 
vance guard  of  the  Jewish  National 
Homeland.  It  is  a  noble  guard  which 
has  won  the  right  to  Jewry's  complete 
admiration  by  its  many  sacrifices  and 
its  great  achievements.  Nevertheless, 
it  still  remains  only  an  earnest  of  the 
vaster  number  of  Jews  who  will  event- 
ually form  the  reborn  Jewish  Xational 
Homeland.  Since  there  will  be  others 
to  share  in  the  problem  of  living  with 
the  Arab,  their  representatives  in  the 
Congre.ss  must  give  thought  in  advance 
to  the  kind  of  land  in  which  they  will 
live. 

One  is  moved  to  the  hope  that  the 
Congress  will  consider  the  question 
with  no  feeling  of  vindicativcness  and 
with  geiluinc  vision  of  statesmanshij). 
The  Arab  and  Jew  of  today  may  have 
drawn  between  them  a  chasm  of 
blood ;  wisdom  must  bridge  that  chasm 
somehow  luid  generate  good-will  and 
mutual  respect  and  co-operation.  The 
])roblem  must  he  viewed-  suh-spccic 
(icternitatis.  as  one  affecting  genera- 
tions as  yet  unborn.  In  this  .sense  it  is 
l)erfectly  fair  to  say  that  the  coming 
Cj)ngrcss  is  a  trustee  for  the  whole  fu- 
ture of  practical  Zionism, 


I'erhaps  the  most  complex  and  deli- 
cate of  all  the  i)roblems  (because  it  is 
the  least  tangible)  with  which  the  Con- 
gress must  deal  is  that  of  the  feuds 
which  have  arisen  among  the  Jewish 
people.  In  two  thousand  years  of  op- 
pression we  have  learned  admirably 
many  lessons.  We  have  learned  to  en- 
dure physical  persecution  and  insult, 
\ve  have  formed  the  habit  of  suffering. 
We  have  managed  to  grow  great  in 
cabined  and  cribbed  spaces.  We  have 
in  many  ways  conferred  blessings 
even  upon  those  who  have  scorned  us. 
Withal,  one  lesson  wc  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  learn  :  the  lesson  of  unity 
among  ourselves. 

It  is  the  everlasting  tragedy  of  Israel 
that  when  the  call  to  battle  comes, 
"To  your  tents.  Oh  Israel,  "  we  dis- 
])erse  all  over  the  field  and  drivel  away 
our  strength  by  internal  bickering  and 
fruitless  posturing.  .So  it  is  todav. 
There  are  4,000.000  Jews  in  Poland 
who  are  being  decimated  (and  worse) 
by  an  economic  boycott.  There  are  still 
500,000  Jews  in  Germany  who  have 
been  reduced  to  a  Helot  class.  The 
Jews  of  the  Balkan  countries  know 
not  what  the  morrow  will  bring  in 
terms  of  vicious  anti-Semitism.  Even 
in  England  and  America  there  are 
]:)erceptible  growths  of  the  danger.  In 
Palestine,  the  Yishub  faces  acute  dan- 
gers which  at  times  apjjear  to  render 
the  future  i)roblematical.  .\nd  amidst 
this  panorama  of  misery  and  degrada- 
tion and  futility,  the  Jews  of  the  world 
in  their  rclationshij)  to  Zionism  have 


The  average  Jewish  population  in 


the  New  London  .Survey  Area,  in 
1931-1933  was: 

Age  Group  Males  Females 

0—  4,689  3,915 

5—  13,501  14,320 

15—  15.190  21,882 

25—  15,642  23,276 

35—  12,335  15,340 

45—    ■  13,915  15.955 

55—  9,869  12.221 

65—  4,408  6,266 

75  and  over  993  1,587 

Total  90,542  114,762 


Grand  Total:  205,304 

The  proportion  of  the  sexes  in  the 
Jewish  population  were: 


coalesced  into  embattled  grouj)s  who 
at  least  appear  to  hate  each  other  more 
than  they  fear  the  common  o])pressor. 

( )ne  group  insists  upon  the  pre-em- 
inence of  a  religious  motive  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  Homeland,  and 
upon  the  religious  mechanism  in  the 
process  of  development.  Another  body 
sees  in  the  Jewish  National  Homeland 
merely  another  i)lace  for  the  operation 
of  Marxian  Socialism.  A  third  unit 
verges  dangerously  upon  the  fascist 
ideology-.  Other  groups  have  their  own 
isms  and  ologies ;  and  the  tragedy  is 
that  all  of  these  groujw  waste  in  the 
vilification  of  the  others  the  energy 
and  gifts  of  strength  and  purpose 
which  should  be  lavished  only  on  the 
mutual  ideal  to  which  they  all  pledge 
allegiance.  It  would  be  bad  if  this 
])oison  were  coursing  only  through  the 
veins  of  the  body  of  Israel  in  the  Go- 
luth.  It  is  wor.se  that  the  sores  of  the 
strife  afflict  the  Yishub.  And  it  is  in- 
finitely worse  that  future  immigration 
into  Palestine  will  carry  this  virus  in 
increasing  measure  into  the  life  of 
Eretz  Israel.  It  is  therefore  a  matter 
of  the  highest  moment  that  the  Con- 
gress should  consider  all  of  the  aspects 
of  this  internecine  strife  and  take 
some  means  to  bring  ])eace.  Sholom 
must  in  Zionist  life  becom.'  more  than 
merely  a  word  of  greeting ! 

It  is  true  that  with  respect  to  the 
last  ]iroblem,  the   19th  World  Con- 
gress attempted  a  solution  in  the  form 
of  the  Territorial  Union.     The  plan 
(Continued  on  j^a(jc  19) 


Greater  London — Per  cent 
Males  44.57 
Females  55.43 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
where  there  is  a  Jewish  population,  all 
available  statistics  show  everywhere, 
and  especially  in  Central  and  Western 
Europe,  that  the  birth-rate  of  the  Jew- 
ish population  is  lower  than  that  of  the 
general  population.  Does  the  Jewish 
population  of  this  country  (England), 
and  especially  of  London,  show  the 
same  tendency  ?  This  important  ques- 
tion cannot  be  answered  until  statistics 
such  as  those  of  circumcisions,  from 
which  birth-rates  may  be  estimated,  are 
available. 


THE  JEWISH  POPULATION 
OF  LONDON 


Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  Review 


[7] 


AN  HEROIC  JEW,  DON  ISAAC 
ABRAVANEL,  WAS  BORN 
500  YEARS  AGO 


T\\'(  )  years  ago,  there  was  a  wide- 
si)rca(l  i-c,s])on.se  to  the  celebration 
of  the  natal  anniversary  of  the 
great  philosopher  and  codifier,  Moses 
the  son  of  Maimon.  This  year,  we  are 
about  to  commemorate  the  five  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  birth  of  an- 
other great  hero  of  Israel,  the  renown- 
ed scholar  and  statesman  Isaac  ben  Ju- 
dah  Abrabanel. 

The  five  centuries  of  Jewish  history 
in  the  Spanish  peninsula  form  the  most 
glorious,  most  glamorous  period  of  our 
life  in  the  Diaspora.  During  that  time 
there  were  Jewish  statesmen,  Jewish 
poets,  philosophers,  scientists,  mathe- 
maticians. With  the  gradual  spread  of 
Christian  influence  and  the  disappear- 
ance of  Moslem  rule  the  splendor  of 
that  epoch  began  to  dim,  and  with  the 
expulsion  of  the  Spanish  Jews  in  1492 
its  glory  departed  never  to  reappear. 
It  was  during  the  period  of  sunset  of 
the  Jewish  Spanish  era  that  Don  Isaac 
Abrabanel,  the  last  of  the  long  list  of 
Jewish  scholar-statesmen  to  arise  in 
Spain,  was  born  in  Lisbon,  in  the  year 
1437. 

The  family  of  Abrabanel,  or  Abra- 
vanel,  was  one  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed in  Spain.  It  is  said  that  the  ancestor 
of  the  Abravanel's  settled  in  Spain  im- 
mediately after  the  capture  of  Jerusa- 
lem by  Titus  in  the  year  70  B.C.  The 
members  of  the  family  claimed  their 
descent  from  King  David.  This  claim 
was  generally  conceded  to  them  by 
their  contemporaries. 

For  many  generations  Abravanels  oc- 
cupied a  prominent  position  in  Seville 
and  in  other  mediaeval  Spanish  towns. 
The  grandfather  of  Don  Isaac,  Samuel 
Abravanel,  seems  to  have  been  forced 
into  baptism  in  the  year  1391,  and  for 
a  time  lived  the  life  of  a  Marrano 
(converted  Jew)  in  Spain,  yet  during 
all  this  time  he  disi)layed  his  interest 
in  Jewish  af¥airs  through  his  bene- 
volent support  of  Jewish  charities  and 
in  particular  through  his  continual  as- 
sistance to  Jewish  scholars  and  scho- 
larship. Eventually,  he  left  Spain  and 
.settled  in  Portugal  where  he  could 
openly  live  the  life  of  the  jew  with- 
out interference.  There  his  son,  Judah 
Abravanel,  became  treasurer  to  a 
prince. 


By  DR.  ELIAS  N.  RABINOWITZ 

Born  to  wealth  and  distinction,  the 
youthful  Isaac  showed  a  marked  pre- 
cocity, and  before  the  age  of  twenty  he 
composed  a  treatise  on  divine  Provi- 
dence. Yet  his  early  writings,  as  well 
as  his  later  works,  do  not  display 
great  originality  of  thought.  He  was 
bright  but  not  brilliant,  a  realist  but 
not  a  dreamer,  sober-minded  but  not 
given  to  metaphysical  speculation.  Al- 
though he  wrote  philosophy  he  was 
less  the  creative  thinker  and  more  the 
solid  business  man  who  thoroughly  un- 
derstood finance  and  affairs  of  state. 
Even  in  his  youth,  howevere,  he  fully 
appreciated  the  beauties  of  his  Faith 
and  at  all  times  he  was  inspired  by  a 
devotion  to  his  Jewish  heritage  and 
an  undying  lo\-e  for  his  people. 

His  unusual  financial  ability  soon 
came  to  the  notice  of  Alfonso  V,  King 
of  Portugal.  Alphonso  was  an  amiable 
and  benevolent  potentate,  during 
whose  reign  the  discriminating  laws 
against  the  Jews,  though  on  the  stat- 
utes, were  not  carried  into  effect.  Jews 
occupied  high  places'  and  exerted  great 
influence  throughout  the  kingdom. 
Abravanel's  years  of  service  under  this 
kindly  prince  were  the  happiest  in  his 
varied  and  stormy  life.  In  glowing 
terms,  Don  Isaac  himself  describes  the 
pleasantness  of  his  exi.stence  while  in 
the  service  of  Alfonso.  The  benefits  of 
his  happy  life  were  not  limited,  how- 
ever, to  his  own  person  and  family, 
but  extended  to  his  less  fortunate 
brethren.  He  was  rich,  he  occupied  a 
high  position,  and  he  was  influential, 
therefore  he  used  his  favorable  estate 
for  the  improvement  of  the  conditions 
of  others.  When  the  Portuguese  cap- 
tured the  port  of  Azrillo,  in  Morocco, 
and  carried  off  many  captives,  Don 
Isaac  not  on]}-  collected  funds  to  re- 
deem the  Jews  among  the  slaves,  but 
also  gave  of  his  own  bounty  and  ex- 
erted himself  in  behalf  of  these  vmfor- 
tunates  until  they  were  able  to  earn  a 
living. 

But  this  ha[)py  state  was  not  to  con- 
tinue. Upon  the  death  of  King  Alfonso 
there  was  a  change  —  an  unexpected 
change.  Don  Isaac  had  been  held  in 
high  esteem  not  only  by  his  Jewish 


Don  Isaac  Abravanel 
{Engraving  by  courtesy  of  "The 
^■inicrican  Hebrczv") 


brethren  but  by  many  worthy  and 
powerful  non-Jews,  the  most  outstand- 
ing among  whom  were  the  famous 
Portuguese  scholar,  John  Seizira,  and 
the  wealthy  Duke  of  Braganza.  The 
friendship  of  this  Duke,  a  noble  and 
generous  prince,  led  to  Abravanel's  un- 
doing. When  King  Joad  II  ascended  the 
throne,  he  was  jealous  of  the  power 
his  cousin,  the  Duke  of  Braganza,  ex- 
erted because  of  the  love  and  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held  by  his  Portuguese 
subjects.  The  King  therefore  falsely 
accused  him  of  attempting  to  seize  the 
throne  with  the  aid  of  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella,  and  the  unhappy  duke  was 
found  guilty  of  the  charge  and  exe- 
cuted. All  his  vast  wealth  was  con- 
fiscated. Immediately  after  the  death 
of  Braganza  Don  Isaac  received  a 
summons  from  the  new  king  to  appear 
before  him  and  would  have  met  a  simi- 
lar fate,  but  some  of  his  Christian 
friends  warned  him  of  the  king's  inten- 
tion in  time  and  he  fled.  Soldiers  pur- 
sued him  to  the  Spanish  border  but 
were  unable  to  overtake  him.  All  his 
property  was  confiscated  but  his  wife 
and  three  sons  were  permitted  to  leave 
Portugal  unmolested. 

Upon  his  arrival  on  Spanish  soil, 
Abravanel  frankly  and  bravely  des- 
piitched  an  epistle  to  Joad  II,  in  which 
he  defended  not  only  his  innocence 
but  also  the  innocence  of  his  friend 
the  Duke. 

Strengthened  in  his  belief  in  divine 
Providence,  and  thankful  to  God  for 
the  miraculous  intervention  which 
saved  him  from  almost  certain  death. 
Don  Isaac  rejoiced  in  his  heart  that 
an  opportum'ty  was  at  last  gi\cii  him 
to  apply  him.self  to  his  exigetical  work 
(ju  the  Proj)hetic  books  of  the  Bible. 


[8] 


Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  Review 


In  spite  of  his  exile  and  the  loss  of  his 
property,  he  set  to  work.  But  soon  the 
Jewish  community  of  the  old  city  of 
Toledo,  apprised  of  the  presence  of  the 
distinguished  refugee,  gave  him  a 
hearty  welcome.  Before  long,  he  was 
forced  to  abandon  his  retirement,  and 
was  again  drawn  into  a  life  of  activity. 
First,  Don  Abraham  Senior.  King 
Ferdinand's  tax  farmer,  called  upon 
him  for  assistance,  and  then  the  King 
himself,  fully  aware  of  his  unusual 
talents  as  a  financier,  pressed  him  into 
service. 

It  was  in  the  year  1483  that  Abra- 
vanel  arrived  in  Spain.  For  almost  a 
decade  after  that  he  was  occupied  with 
Spanish  financial  affairs,  raising  funds 
for  the  king's  wars,  scrutinizing  ex- 
penditures, balancing  accounts.  Ferd- 
inand and  Isabella  were  determined 
upon  the  Christianization  of  Spain, 
and  of  the  elimination  of  the  Moor  and 
the  Jew.  It  is  ironical  that  the  man 
engaged  in  the  organization  of  Ferd- 
inand's finances  was  a  staunch  and  un- 
equivocal follower  of  the  religion 
which  the  king  desired  to  eradicate. 
However,  Abravanel  continued  to 
serve  his  monarch  faithfully,  cham- 
pioning the  cause  of  his  brethren  when- 
ever necessary. 

In  the  year  1492,  the  same  year  in 
which  a  new  continent  was  discovered 
for  Spain,  the  Moslem  city  of  Granada 
fell  before  the  superior  forces  of  the 
army  of  Ferdinand.  Urged  on  by  the 
fanatical  deviltry  of  the  infamous 
Grand  Inquisitor,  Torquemada,  the 
king  and  queen  determined  to  rid  the 
kingdom  of  all  infidels,  Jew  or  Mos- 
lem. Forced  mass  baptism  was  not 
considered  practical  any  longer ;  ex- 
pulsion was  favored  as  the  only  feasi- 
ble plan.  On  March  31,  1492, 'the  de- 
cree of  banishment  of  all  Jews  in  the 
dominions  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella 
was  issued.  Don  Isaac,  highly  esteem- 
ed bv  the  two  monarchs  both  for  his 
character  and  for  his  valuable  services, 
immediately  came  to  the  court  to  plea 
for  a  recall  of  the  decree.  He  even 
offered  a  large  sum  of  money  to  re- 
j)lenish  the  depleted  coffers  of  the 
king's  exchequer.  Ferdinand  was  visi- 
bly imi)ressed.  He  needed  more  money 
to  pursue  his  i>olicies.  But  then,  Tor- 
quemada suddenly  appeared  before  the 
royal  pair.  Crucifix  in  hand,  he  up- 
braided them  for  what  he  termed  the 
kiss  of  Iscariot.  The  die  was  cast.  Fn- 
forcement  of  the  royal  decree  was  or- 
dered. 

It  is  needless  here  to  enter  into  de- 
tail as  to  the  consequences  of  this  cruel 
decision.  Despair,  tragedy,  death  and 


destruction  followed.  Although  he  had 
the  alternative  of  remaining  in  Spain, 
Don  Isaac  preferred  to  cast  his  lot 
with  his  unfortunate  co-religionists. 
Like  the  traditional  Wandering  Jew, 
he  left  his  native  peninsula  and  moved 
onward  to  Naples,  Italy.  Homeless 
now,  almost  penniless,  he  again  betook 
himself  sedulously  to  his  literary  work. 
But  Ferdinand,  King  of  Naples,  aware 
of  his  services  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
befriended  him  too,  and  engaged  him 
as  his  financial  advisor.  Later,  upon 
the  capture  of  Naples  by  the  French, 
Don  Isaac  followed  his  royal  protector 
to  Messina  in  Sicily.  Six  years  before 
his  death  he  returned  to  Italy  where 
for  a  while  he  was  occu])ied  in  bring- 
ing about  trade  negotiations  and  a 
pact  between  Portugal  and  the  Re- 
jniblic  of  Venice.  He  died  in  Venice 
in  1509. 

In  spite  of  Abravanel's  manifold  oc- 
cupations, he  was  a  prolific  writer.  He 
wrote  commentaries  on  the  Bible,  trea- 
tises on  philosophy,  apologetics.  Mes- 
sianic treatises.  In  his  philosophic 
works  he  espouses  the  cause  of  Mai- 
monides  against  his  detractors,  and  de- 
fends the  thirteen  creeds  against  the 


77; d'  eight  objections  of  Issac  Ahrai'a- 
iicl,  against  the  fiindaiucntal  doctrines 
b\  Moses  Maiinonides 

BESIDES  the  objections  stated  be- 
fore I  have  seen  fit  to  urge  others 
not  stated  by  the  aforementioned 
authors  against  the  great  Rabbi,  in  re- 
gard to  what  he  wrote  in  his  book  of 
Madda  and  'liis  commentary  to  the 
Mislina,  concerning  these  fundamental 
doctrines  and  commandments. 

The  first  objection  is  this:  Why  does 
Maimonides  mention  some  and  omit 
others  of  the  fundamental  doctrines  he 
sets  down  in  his  commentary  to  the 
Mislijia,  in  his  Book  of  Madda.  which 
makes  a  portion  of  his  "Decisions  con- 
cerning the  principles  of  the  Law?" 
In  the  first  chapter  of  the  said  book 
he  mentions  the  existence  of  the  Deity, 
His  unity  and  the  removal  of  cor]H)- 
foration,  which  make  the  first  three 
of  his  fundamental  doctrines.  In  an- 
other chai)ter  of  that  book  he  mentions 
the  belief  in  prophecy,  the  superiority 


attacks  of  Crescas  and  .\lb  i,  In  his  re- 
ligious ideas  he  is  intransigently  ortho- 
dox and  s])ares  no  words  in  his  attack 
on  the  more  rationaIi.stic  views  of  Al- 
Balag  and  Gersonides,  Palquera  and 
Narloni.  Even  Maimonides,  whom  he 
otherwise  u])holds,  is  criticized  for  his 
attem])t  to  explain  the  Biblical  miracles 
in  a  natural  manner. 

f)n  one  point,  however,  he  very 
strongly  ujjholds  the  views  of  Maimo- 
nides, namely,  in  regard  to  his  opin- 
ions on  the  appearance  of  a  personal 
Messiah.  The  miserable  condition  of 
the  Spani.sh  exiles  was  such  that  hope- 
lessness and  des])air  were  usual.  As  if 
to  counteract  this  condition  and  to  in- 
spire his  brethren  with  a  new  spirit 
and  renewed  hopes,  he  wrote  three 
books  on  the  Messianic  future.  Abra- 
vanel did  his  best  work  in  the  field  of 
I'iblical  cxigesis.  In  his  Bible  commen- 
taries he  applied  his  experience,  ob- 
tained through  many  years  of  prac- 
tical work.  His  knowledge  of  man  and 
politics  led  him  to  believe  that  it  is 
insufficient  to  treat  tjie  text  of  the 
books  of  the  Bible  merely  from  a  re- 

{Confinued  on  page  20) 


of  ]Moses  as  a  prophet,  and  the  divinity 
of  the  Law.  wdiich  are  three  more  of 
his  fundamental  doctrines.  In  the  ninth 
and  other  chapters  of  that  book  he 
mentions  the  eternity  of  the  Law.  Thus 
he  counts,  only  seven  of  his  funda- 
mental doctrines,  omitting  the  six 
others,  viz:  that  God  alone  is  first 
cause,  that  He  alone  must  be  worship- 
]jed,  that  he  is  omniscient,  reward 
and  punishment,  the  coming  of  the 
Alessiah.  and  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead;  all  of  which  fie  mentions  in 
his  commentary  to  the  Mishna  and 
omits  in  his  "Principles  of  the  Law." 
This  appears  very  strange  as  though 
cardinal  doctrines  and  principles  of 
the  Law  were  two  different  things. 

The  second  objection  is  this:  In  his 
"Principles  of  the  Law"  he  mentions 
several  omitted  in  his  commentary  to 
Mislina,  as,  to  love  the  Lord,  to  fear 
Him,  to  walk  in  His  ways,  to  venerate 
the  sanctuary  and  many  other  mat- 
ters, philosophical  <1r  theologic'al.  If 
{Continued  on  page  22) 


THE  ROSH  AMONAH  OF 
DON  ISAAC  ABRAVANEL 

The  following  is  Chapter  5  of  the  only  English  translation  of  an  Abravanel 
work  available.  It  was  first  published  in  the  Cincinnati  "American  Israelite," 
edited  by  Isaac  M.  Wise,  in  1862. 
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CONSERVATIVE  JUDAISM 

By  DR.  MAX  ARZT 


{Tlic  follozving  unusually  interesting 
statement  on  Conservative  Judaism  is 
reprinted  — ■  in  somewhat  condensed 
form — from  the  pamphlet  published  to 
celebrate  the  "Bar  Mitzvah  Jubilee"  of 
the  Young  Peoples  League  of  the 
United  Synatjogue  of  America,  recent- 
ly held.)' 

THE  task  assigned  to  me  is  freight- 
ed with  difficulties.  I  am  asked 
to  describe  and  define  a  movement 
within  American  Judaism  which  has 
thus  far  resisted  every  attempt  made  at 
subjecting  it  to  rigid  definition.  Even 
the  designation  'Conservative  Judaism,' 
though  widely  used,  has  never  been 
officially  adopted.  The  leaders  of  the 
movement  scrupulously  avoid  the  term 
in  their  official  pronouncements.  They 
use  the  less  sectarian  and  perhaps  the 
more  evasive  terms  Traditional  Ju- 
daism or  Historical  Judaism.  Conser- 
vative Judaism  is  the  name  popularly 
given  to  a  movement  which  originated 
among  those  who  objected  to  the  radi- 
cal tendencies  within  Reform  Judaism. 
They  were  alarmed  at  the  denuding 
process  whereby  Reform  Judaism  had 
abrogated  the  dietary  laws,  had  re- 
pudiated the  authority  of  the  Oral  Law, 
minimized  the  place  of  Hebrew  in  ed- 
ucation as  well  as  in  the  ritual  and 
had  eliminated  all  references  to  Zion 
from  its  worship.  These  men  felt  the 
need  c^f  making  haste  slowly.  They 
wanted  to  conserve  the  vital,  essential, 
institutions  and  attitudes  of  Jewish 
life,  even  though  they  admitted  that 
modern  life  would  necessitate  certain 
revisions  in  Jewish  practice. 

The  term  conservative  is  not  en- 
joying great  repute  in  our  country. 
To  be  conservative  means  to  be  reac- 
tionary, to  be  a  slave  to  the  past  and 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  progress.  Small 
wonder  then  that  Dr.  Kaplan's  follow- 
ers call  their  movement  "Reconstruc- 
tionism."  They  wish  to  stress  the  need 
of  a  deliberate,  conscious  redirection 
and  reorganization  of  Jewish  life  to 
meet  ])resent  day  needs.  T  doubt,  how- 
ever, whether  they  will  succeed  in  sup- 
planting the  unofficial  connotation 
"Conservative  Judaism"  since  popular 
vocabulary  is  not  easily  changed. 

At  any  rate,  Conservative  Judaism 
is  the  designation  generally  given  to  an 
ever-growing  movement  in  American 
Judaism.  While  many  will  convenient- 
ly agree  on  the  name,  there  is  little 


agreement  on  the  exact  meaning  of 
that  term.  The  most  frequent  heard 
criticism  of  our  movement  in  Reform 
as  well  as  in  Orthodox  circles  is  that 
we  do  not  know  exactly  where  we 
stand  on  the  various  questions  of  Jew- 
ish theology  and  Jewish  observance. 
We  sj>eak  of  loyalty  to  tradition  and 
}et  we  permit  departures  from  tradi- 
tion in  our  synagogue  ritual.  We  speak 
of  the  sanctity  of  the  Torah  and  the 
Mitzvoth  and  yet  we  permit  free  dis- 
cussion of  such  vital  issues  as  Torah 
Min  Hashamayim  (Revelation)  (and 
the  need  for  the  further  development 
of  our  Jewish  law.  Our  critics  claim 
to  be  befuddled  by  our  own  indecision. 
They  claim  that  we  are  "nicht  mil- 
chig"  and  "nicht  fleischig." 

To  my  mind,  our  reluctance  to 
freeze  our  movement  into  a  definite, 
inflexible  mold,  is  evidence  of  our 
strength  and  of  our  progressive  out- 
look. Judaism  is  now  going  through 
a  period  of  transition.  We  have  just 
recently  emerged  from  the  confine- 
ment of  the  ghetto  where  Judaism  be- 
came ingrown.  We  are  facing  a  world 
in  turmoil.  Our  age  is  beset  with  per- 
plexities in  religious  thinking  as  well 
as  in  the  economic  sphere.  We  have 
barely  had  an  opportunity  to  view  the 
new  scene  and  to  consider  the  issues  at 
hand.  Surely  this  is  no  time  for  rigid 
authoritarianism.  We  want  to  preserve 
the  continuity,  die  catholicity  of  our 
Judaism  in  the  face  of  necessary  re- 
valution.  We  cannot,  however,  afford 
to  impose  the  straight  jacket  of  rigid 
dogma  upon  a  generation  which  is  un- 
dergoing a  transvaluation  of  values. 
We  must  leave  room  within  the  syna- 
ogue  for  those  who  are  honestly  per- 
plexed as  well  as  for  the  unquestioning 
believer.  We  must  ]:)erniit  wide  latitude 
of  difl^^ercnce  of  opinion  in  religious 
attitude  and  orientation  if  we  are  to 
take  into  account  the  fact  that  the  age 
of  blind  obedience  in  matters  of  re- 
ligion or  moral  is  gone.  At  the  same 
time  we  arc  anxious  to  conserve  those 
tangible,  visible,  and  time-honored  ele- 
ments of  Jewish  life  which  make  for 
continuity  with  our  past  and  which 
have  intrinsic  value  and  content. 

Conservative  Judaism  constitutes  a 
fresh  attempt  to  achieve  the  much 
needed  readjustment  of  (Juciaism  to 
modern  times.  Tl  is  at  once  with  Re- 
form in  its  belief  that  Judaism  cannot 


afford  to  ignore  the  results  of  critical 
research.  It  reckons,  however,  with  the 
fact  if  Judaism  is  not  a  direct  infalli- 
ble revelation  from  heaven,  it  is  the 
natural  outgrowth  of  the  life  and  as- 
pirations of  the  Jewish  people.  It  as- 
serts that  the  group  consciousness  and 
the  collective  life  of  the  Jewish  people 
must  be  cultivated  and  intensified  in 
order  to  assure  further  creativity  and 
growth.  Thus  we  start  out  with  the 
premise  that  Judaism  constitutes  the 
particular  religious  orientation  of  a  liv- 
ing people  possessing  a  common  his- 
toric awareness,  a  common  language, 
a  highly  developed  set  of  religious 
folkways,  and  national  aspirations  cen- 
tered about  a  historic  homeland.  We 
assert  with  Dr.  Kaplan  that  Judaism 
is  a  religious  civilization. 

When  we  say  that  Judaism  is  a  re- 
ligious civilization  we  assert  that  our 
group  self-consciousness  and  our  his- 
toric aspirations  centered  about  God. 
AVe  made  the  quest  for  God  our  na- 
tional vocation.  Israel  loved  in  terms 
of  the  conviction  that  it  is  a  "King- 
dom of  priests  and  a  holy  nation.  The 
prophets  referred  to  Israel  as  "the 
servant  of  the  Lord."  The  rabbis 
searched  the  Torah  and  interpreted  it 
in  devious  ways  in  order  to  make  God 
real  to  man.  Most  of  our  literature  is 
theocentric  and  deeply  religious  and 
mystical  in  nature.  Our  mitzvoth  and 
observances  aim  to  sanctify  life  and  to 
dee|>en  man's  awareness  of  God. 
"Know  Him  in  all  Thy  ways,"  is  the 
motto  of  our  Jewish  Ife  and  observ- 
ances. 

We  do  not  attempt  to  prove  the  ex- 
istence and  reality  of  God.  The  Jew 
did  not  just  believe  in  God  as  a  result 
of  philosophical  speculation,  he  knew 
Him  by  intuition  and  experienced  His 
reality  through  the  promptings  of  his 
soul.  All  attempts  by  mediaeval  Jewish 
philosophers  to  prove  the  existence  of 
God  were  motivated  by  the  influence 
of  Greek  and  Arabic  culture.  The  Jew- 
ish religion  asserts  the  existence  of 
God  and  leaves  it  to  the  individual  to 
exi-)erience  him  in  terms  of  his  tem- 
perament and  his  personality.  There 
is  one  God  but  there  must  necessarily 
be  more  than  one  conception  of  Him. 
.\s  Jews  we  are  at  one  in  the  methods 
in  which  we  feel  the  nearness  of  God. 
We  san  feel  His  presence  when  we 
sanctify   the   mundane   acts  of  life 


Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  Review 


through  the  observance  of  the  Mitz- 
voth.  By  means  of  the  Mezuzah  we 
symbolically  dedicate  our  home-life  to 
God.  By  observance  of  Kashruth  we 
can  sanctify  the  food  which  we  cat. 
By  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  and 
holidays  we  stress  ideals  of  leisure, 
freedom,  gratitude,  and  moral  growth 
as  means  of  approximating  the  Divine 
in  human  life.  Thus  our  Mitzvoth  are 
more  than  folkways.  They  are  time- 
honored  means  of  cultivating  the  God 
consciousness  born  out  of  our  fore- 
fathers' quest  for  God.  They  are  holy 
because  whatever  their  origin,  they 
were  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God 
and  so  long  as  we  dedicate  their  ob- 
servance to  Him  they  have  validity  for 
us.  The  Torah  is  sacred  because  it  re- 
gisters those  experiences  in  which 
Israel  grew  to  a  higher  realization  of 
God's  moral  challenge  to  man.  The 
Halachah  is  valid  and  binding  because 
it  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  collective 
life  of  our  people  in  its  relation  to 
God. 

To  recapitulate,  Con.servative  Juda- 
ism begins  by  declaring  that  the  Jews 
constitute  a  living  people.  In  the 
course  of  its  career,  this  people  has 
produced  a  distinct  civilization.  That 
civilizaton  has  all  the  elements  that 
make  for  group  solidarity  and  group 
uniqueness.  It  has  a  language,  a  litera- 
ture, a  rich  array  of  distinctive  holi- 
days and  customs  which  grew  out  of 
our  collective  historic  experience.  Our 
civilization  is  unique  in  that  it  is  re- 
ligious in  content  and  character.  It  is 
the  result  of  a  persistent  quest  of  a 
people  for  the  approximation  of  the 
Divine  in  human  life.  Our  sacred  lit- 
erature i.e.  our  Torah,  is  the  record  of 
the  origin  and  growth  of  that  quest. 
Hence  it  has  for  us  supreme  and  sac- 
red significance.  The  Torah  is  like  a 
spiritual  ladder  recording  the  pro- 
gressive steps  whereby  Israel  climbed 
upward  in  its  perception  of  the  Di- 
vine. The  study  of  Torah  to  modern 
Jews  should  include  the  duty  of  differ- 
entiating between  the  lower  and  higher 
stages  in  Israel's  aspirations  toward 
God.  The  conviction  that  the  process 
of  Torah  growth  is  neverceasing, 
should  lead  us  to  stress  those  elements 
of  the  collective  life  which  deepen  the 
group  consciousness  and  the  God  con- 
sciousness of  our  people  in  order  to 
assure  further  enrichment  of  our  her- 
itage. Thus  we  find  that  the  Hebrew 
language,  the  rebuilding  of  Palestine, 
and  the  observance  of  the  Mitzvoth  are 
indisjKMisable  for  the  continued  growth 
of  our  culture. 


It  seems  rather  strange  and  mediae- 
val to  speak  of  a  people  dedicating  its 
life  and  its  collective  genius  to  the  de- 
velopment of  a  God-consciousness.  The 
modern  trend  seems  to  be  away  from 
God  to  humanism  and  secularism. 

Some  are  ready  to  grant  that  Juda- 
ism is  a  civilization  but  they  feel  that 
like  all  modern  civilizations  Judaism 
should  be  redirected  along  secular 
trends.  Thus  wc  have  our  secular 
Zionists  and  Territorialist  culturists. 
Others  would  like  to  stress  Jewish 
ethical  ideals  without  courting  the 
embarrassment  of  the  dogmatic  asser- 
tion of  the  centrality  of  God.  They 
tell  us  that  since  all  other  nations  have 
stripj:)ed  their  collective  life  of  the- 
ological color,  Israel  should  do  like- 
wise. Herein  we  Conservative  Jews 
vigorously  assert  that  our  nationhood 
is  and  should  be  unique  in  that  we  re- 
fuse to  relegate  God  to  a  corner  of 
life.  We  seek  Him  and  we  serve  Him 
in  every  relationship  of  life.  W'e  find 
Him  when  we  practice  justice  in  our 
relationship  to  our  fellow  men.  We 
find  Him  when  we  condemn  economic 
injustice.  We  seek  to  enthrone  Him 
when  we  work  for  a  better  social  or- 
der. W'e  adore  Him  when  we  opjxjse 
war  and  promote  world  jx^ace.  W'e  rev- 
erence Him  when  we  hold  sacred  hu- 
man life  and  human  personality.  W'e 
are  constantly  brought  into  His  Divine 
Presence  when  we  sincerely  commune 
with  Him  through  the  time-honored 
mitzvoth  of  our  religion.  W'e  do  not 
read  out  of  Judaism  those  who  do  not 
sec  eye  to  eye  with  us.  W'e  feel  that 
reform  Jews,  orthodox  Jews,  secular- 
ists are  our  brethren  and  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  their  life  is  lived  on  an 
ethical  and  idealistic  plane,  we  have 
profound  respect  for  them  and  we  co- 
operate with  them  in  all  matters  that 
promote  the  welfare  and  the  well-being 
of  the  Jewish  people.  But  we  cannot 
afford  to  water  down  the  meaning  of 
Judaism  so  as  to  avoid  implying  criti- 
cal judgment  on  the  many  diverse  and 
diluted  types  of  Jewish  loyalty.  To  do 
that  would  be  to  stress  the  lowest  com- 
mon denominator  of  our  aggregate 
.self. 

In  this  attitude  toward  the  Halachah, 
Conservative  Judaism  seeks  to  stress 
those  religious  institutions  and  observ- 
ances which  have  present-day  meaning 
and  which  can  be  correlated  with  the 
challenging  spiritual  problems  of  our 
day.  Thus  we  stress  the  Sabbath,  the 
Holydays  and  the  home  observances 
because  they  can  have  vital  significance 
for  us.  W'e  stress  the  dietary  laws, 


urging  their  full  observance  in  the 
home  and  their  modified  observance  by 
abstaining  from  Trefa  meat  outside  of 
the  home,  becau.se  we  are  convinced 
that  the  observance  of  these  laws  not 
only  makes  the  home  Jewish  but  can 
also  intensify  the  God  awareness  of 
those  who  observe  them  by  investing 
even  the  mundane  act  of  eating  with  a 
feeling  of  sacredness.  W^e  believe  that 
certain  rigors  of  the  law  can  be  abated 
by  an  intelligent  and  understanding 
reinterpretation  based  on  accepted 
})rinciples  of  the  Halachah.  Thus  we 
are  considering  a  great  ])roject  for 
avoiding  the  distress  of  the  future 
Agunah  by  finding  some  legal  means 
of  redeeming  Jewish  womanhood  from 
the  rigors  due  to  the  arrested  develop- 
ment of  the  Jewish  divorce  laws. 

W'e  realize  that  some  observances 
have  become  obsolete  and  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  re-vitalized  or  re-interpreted 
while  others  are  actually  in  the  way  of 
the  continued  growth  of  Judaism.  In 
the  case  of  the  former,  we  have  not 
abrogated  any  obsolete  practxes.  W'e 
just  refrain  from  stressing  them.  Con- 
servative Jews  do  not  stress  the  shaat- 
nez  or  the  shaving  prohibition  any 
more  than  do  most  orthodox  rabbis. 
\V'e  see  no  reason  for  the  abolition  or 
abrogation  of  that  which  is  obsolescent 
but  harmless  since  we  can  easily  con- 
ceive of  many  pious  souls  finding  even 
in  the  obsolete  observances  additional 
ways  of  dedicating  their  daily  life  to 
God.  In  the  case  of  some  traditions, 
Conservative  Jews  have  chosen  to  dis- 
regard the  Halachah  where  they  felt 
that  "it  is  better  to  uproot  one  letter 
of  .the  Torah  in  order  to  save  the  en- 
tire Torah."  Thus  many,  though  not 
all  conservative  congregations  have  in- 
troduced family  pews  because  they  feel 
that  Judaism  is  doomed  if  it  does  not 
reckon  with  the  changed  status  of  wo- 
manhood in  modern  times. 

Conservative  Judaism  is  not  averse 
to  the  development  of  new  and  mean- 
ingful ritual  to  enrich  our  Jewish  life. 
W'e  need  a  meaningful  consecration 
ritual  for  children  who  begin  their 
Jewish  education.  W'e  are  sorely  in 
need  of  an  impressive  ritual  to  ,mark 
the  initiation  of  adolescent  girls  into 
Jewish  life.  We  have  not  yet  developed 
a  fully  satisfactory  service  for  the 
"late  Friday  evening"  assemblies. 
There  is  room  for  the  enrichment  of 
our  prayerbook  with  supplementary 
devotions  which  would  not  at  the  same 
time  disturb  the  essential  universal 
conformity  and  character  of  Jewish 

{Continued  on  page  19) 
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JEWISH 


EVENTS  REVIEWED 

By  LESTER  LYONS 


ATAMPHLET  which  makes  in- 
teresting although  unpleasant 
reading  is  that  entitled  "Jews, 
Jobs  and  Discrimination,"  recently 
published  by  the  American  Jewish 
Congress.  This  ])amphlet  summarizes 
in  part  the  results  of  a  six-year  inves- 
tigation, under  the  direction  of  Rabbi 
].  X.  Cohen,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Economic  Problems  of  the 
American  Jewish  Congress,  of  the  dif- 
ficulties Jews  have  in  obtaining  em- 
ployment in  the  Metropolitan  area. 
The  study  shows  that  large  utility 
companies,  including  the  New  York- 
Telephone  Co.,  the  Consolidated  Gas 
Co.,  the  American  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Co.  and  the  Western  Electric 
Co.,  and  large  banks,  including  the 
Chase  National  Bank,  the  National 
City  Bank,  and  the  Guaranty  Trust 
Co.,  as  well  as  other  financial  institu- 
tions and  employers  of  "white  collar 
labor,"  have  an  inappreciably  few 
number  of  Jewish  employees  and  dis- 
criminate against  Jewish  applicants  for 
jobs.  It  is  also  shown  that  even  in  the 
professions  m  u  c  h  discrimination 
against  the  Jew  exists.  In  its  main  as- 
pect the  report  reveals  no  spectacular 
information  on  the  subject.  It  is  im- 
portant, however,  in  that,  buttressed 
by  facts  and  figures,  it  confirms  the 
general  belief  that  Jews  are  systema- 
tically discriminated  against  by  em- 
ployers W'ho  derive  much  of  their  in- 
come from  the  Jewish  public. 

Rabbi  Cohen  sets  forth  the  program 
of  his  Committee,  which  is  intended  to 
meet  the  problem  of  discrimination. 
This  program  includes  investigation 
and  adjustment  of  com])laints,  job 
{)lacement  through  established  agen- 
cies, cooperation  with  Christian  leaders 
and  agencies,  education  of  employers 
through  conferences,  legislative  work 
for  remedial  measures,  and  research 
to  ascertain  the  economic  contribution 
of  the  Jewish  community.  As  a  prac- 
tical step  toward  working  out  this  pro- 
gram the  Committee  has  already  open- 
ed in  this  city,  at  Congress  headquar- 
ters, a  special  bureau  to  receive  and  in- 
vestigate comi)laints  dealing  with  dis- 
crimination against  Jews  seeking  em- 
ployment. 

*      *  * 

Influential  and  strong  though  it  was, 
the  B'nai  B'rith  in  Germany  finally 
went  the  way  of  all  Jewry  in  that 
country,  falling  beneath  the  weight  of 
Nazi  persecution.  The  German  goxern- 


ment  has  suppressed  the  activities  of 
the  B'nai  B'rith  lodges  and  confiscated 
their  property.  Passports  of  all  offi- 
cials of  that  organization  have  been 
cancelled  in  order  to  prevent  them 
from  leaving  the  country.  The  reasons 
for  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment have  not  yet  been  disclosed. 
In  a  way,  the  suppression  was  rather 
unexpected,  since  the  organization  was 
concerned  with  social,  cultural  and 
philanthropic  matters  and  engaged  in 
no  political  activity.  Indeed,  its  leaders 
in  this  country  had  not  been  disposed 
toward  having  its  members  here  parti- 
cipating in  the  anti-Nazi  boycott.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  might  have  been 
foreseen  that  within  the  course  of  time 
the  Nazi  terror  would  not  discriminate 
between  classes  of  Jews  and  would,  as 
opportunity  warranted,  attempt  to  des- 
poil and  crush  all  of  them.  This  inci- 
dent may  perhaps  bring  home  acutely 
to  those  Jews  who  have  taken  a  cau- 
tious attitude  with  regard  to  retalia- 
tion against  Nazi  Germany  the  fact 
that  thev  may  expect  no  favors  at  the 
hands  of  the  German  government  and 
that  they  need  more  than  silk  gloves 
to  protect  and  further  the  interests  of 
Jewry.  *      *  * 

An  observation  on  anti-Semitism 
which  may  well  be  pondered  over  is 
that  made  by  Mr.  Herbert  Agar  in  the 
Louisville  "Courier  Journal."  Mr. 
Agar  says  : 

"My  chief  point  against  anti-Semit- 
ism is  not  that  it  is  hard  on  the  Jews. 
For  all  I  know  the  Jews  may  be  well 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

"But  I  hate  this  movement  because 
it  is  hard  on  America.  It  betrays  our 
country ;  it  makes  our  national  ideals 
a  joke.  And  in  addition  to  that,  it  has 
a  degenerating  effect  on  our  minds." 

Urging  that  the  fight  against  anti- 
Semitism  be  brought  out  into  the  open 
and  that  Jew-baiters  like  Edmondson 
he  subjected  to  attack  the  writer  con- 
tinues : 

"T  would  like  Mr.  Edmondson  and 
his  allies  to  be  attacked  by  their  gentile 
fellow-Americans,  on  the  ground  that 
we  Americans  have  a  pride  in  our 
ideals  and  that  Jew-baiters  are  the  en- 
emies of  Americanism." 

By  a  ci lincidence  which  borders  on 
grotes(]ue    humor    Germany    has  set 


June  30th.  the  third  anniversary  of  its 
notorious  blood  purge,  as  the  date  for 
the  celebration  of  the  200th  anniver- 
sary of  the  founding  of  the  University 
of  Goettingen.  Invitations  to  attend 
this  celebration  ha\e  been  sent  to  in- 
stitutions (if  higlier  learnng  throughout 
the  world.  The  response  has  certainly 
not  been  flattering  to  the  Nazi  govern- 
ment. Practically  all  the  universities  in 
England  and  Holland,  and  many  simi- 
lar institutions  in  this  country,  have 
declined  to  be  represented  at  the  cele- 
bration. The  general  ground  for  the 
refusals  to  participate  is  that  academic 
freedom  and  scientific  truth  have  been 
destroyed  in  Germany.  X^umerous 
noted  scholars  and  teachers  who  would 
not  degrade  their  standards  of  truth 
and  culture  to  conform  with  the  poli- 
cies of  the  government  have  been  dis- 
missed and  many  have  been  forced 
into  exile.  From  the  University  of 
Goettingen  itself  50  professors  have 
been  dismissed  since  the  Nazis  took 
over  the  government.  The  number  of 
students  in  German  universities  has 
declined  by  40  per  cent  because  of  the 
enforced  lack  of  facilities  for  instruc- 
tion and  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
those  seeking  admission  to  such  insti- 
tutions for  the  purpose  of  genuine 
learning. 

*      *  * 

The  ^'outh  Division  of  the  American 
Jewish  Congress,  which  has  been  en- 
deavoring to  arouse  the  Jewish  youth 
in  this  country  to  a  proper  apprecia- 
tion of  their  responsibilities  as  Jews 
and  to  the  opportunities  they  have  to 
advance  and  safeguard  Jewish  inter- 
ests, will  hold  its  annual  convention  on 
June  6th  in  the  building  of  the  Ameri- 
can Women's  .\ssociation  in  this  city. 
At  the  convention,  which  is  expected 
to  be  attended  by  about  500  delegates 
of  organizations  affiliated  with  the 
Youth  Division,  seminars  and  confer- 
ences will  be  held  dealing  with  ]irob- 
lems  of  concern  to  Jewish  youth.  The 
subjects  for  discussion  will  include 
topics  like  anti-Semitism,  social  and 
economic  discrimination  against  the 
Jews,  and  education  of  Jewish  youth. 
In  conjunction  with  the  convention 
the  Youth  Division  is  issuing  a  .sou- 
\enir  journal  and  sponsoring  a  dance 
at  the  same  place  the  evening  of  June  5. 
George   Brussels  is   chairman   of  the 
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committee  arranging  the  convention 
and  Lester  Lyons  is  charman  of  the 
commttee  n  charge  of  the  dance. 

*  *  * 

Rumors  have  been  circulating  t(j  the 
effect  that  the  Royal  Commission, 
which  several  months  ago  investigated 
the  disorders  in  Palestine  and  the 
causes  of  friction  between  Jews  and 
Arabs  there,  may  recommend  the  ter- 
ritorial division  of  that  land  between 
the  two  jieoples.  This  rumored  plan 
may  ha\e  been  put  forward  merel\'  as 
a  trial  balloon.  It  has  already  succeed- 
ed in  arousing  the  active  opposition  of 
both  Jew  and  Arab.  The  Arab  press, 
as  well  as  prominent  Jews  and  Jewish 
organizations  in  Palestine  condemn 
this  proposal  as  an  im])racticable  soai- 
tion  for  various  reasoiis.  Moreover, 
Article  22  of  the  Covenant  of  the 
League  of  Nations  would  forbid  such 
partition. 

*  *  * 

The  Lithuanian  government  has  pro- 
hibited representatives  of  Zionist  or- 
ganizations from  engaging  in  Zionist 
activities  in  that  country.  This  is  the 
outgrowth  of  serious  disorders  which 
followed  the  breaking  up  of  a  meeting 
at  which  Lieb  Jaffe,  the  director  of  the 
Keie/i  Hayesod  was  to  have  s])oken. 
Antonas  Smetonas.  president  of  Lithu- 


AB()()K  has  recently  appeared 
which  should  be  of  interest  to 
0  .r  younger  readers.  It  is  called 
"From  Moses  to  Einstein — They  A  1 
Are  Jews."  and  was  written  by  Mac 
Davis  and  publisher!  in  New  York  by 
the  Jordan  Publishing  Company.  It  is 
a  beautifully  printed  volume,  with  ex- 
cellent illustrations  and  portraits  by  E. 
E.  Claridge,  giving  one-page  biogra- 
phies of  great  men  who  have  ajjjieared 
in  Jewish  life,  starting  with  Moses  and 
continuing  to  Albert  Einstein. 

The  short  biographies  are  written  in 
simple  language  and  in  excellent  style, 
giving  the  most  significant  facts  of  the 
lives  of  these  great  men.  The  only  crit- 
icism that  might  be  offered  is  in  the 
chf)ice  of  the  subjects.  .Some  may 
doubt  the  wisdom  of  a  few  of  the 
men  who  were  included.  Others  will 
feel  that  many  another  name  of  a  great 
.son  in  Israel  should  have  found  a  place 
in  such  a  book.  Nevertheless,  despite 
this  shortcoming,  the  work  is  heartily 
recommended  to  i)arents  as  a  gift  to 
their  hoys  and  girls. 


ania,  however,  in  a  statement  given  to 
Mr.  Jaffe,  said:  "For  over  500  years, 
since  Vytautas  the  Great  invited  the 
Jews  to  settle  in  Lithuanian  towns,  the 
Lithuanian  Jewish  people  have  lived 
and  worked  in  harmony  on  Lithuanian 
soil.  Therefore  the  Lithuanian  jjeople 
have  followed  the  endeavors  of  the 
Jewish  people  to  establish  a  National 
Home  in  Palestine  with  great  interest 
and  sincere  admiration  for  tlie  im- 
mense constructive  work  accomplish- 
ed. May  I  convey  to  the  Jews  of  the 
world  my  deep  sympathy  with  their 
aspirations  to  refound  a  National 
Homeland  for  Israel,  and  my  own  and 
the  Lithuanian  nation's  heart  felt  wishes 
that  the  Jewish  people  may  have  every 
success  in  tlicir  great  undertaking." 
*      *  * 

At  a  meeting  held  in  New  York  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  W  omen's  Divi- 
sion of  the  American  Jewish  Congress, 
at  which  were  |iresent  delegates  from 
350  women's  organizations  of  the  met- 
rojjolitan  area,  a  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed urging  American  universities  to  re- 
fuse to  participate  in  the  Goettingen 
celebration.  In  another  resolution  the 
group  called  for  the  submission  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  a 
petition  that  he  use  his  good  offices 
"on  behalf  of  the  minority  religious 


I'arents  are  often  confronted  with 
,1ihe  problem  of  securiiig  interesting' 
games  for  the  entertainment  of  their 
children  which  should  at  the  same  time 
have  an  educational  value.  Such  a 
game  has  recently  appeared,  cal'ed 
"The  Game  of  Oasis — The  Romance 
of  the  Promised  Land"  and  brought 
out  by  Milton  Bradley  Company  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

It  is  a  game  similar  to  that  of  "Mon- 
oi)oly,"  which  is  so  pojjular  in  many 
homes  today.  The  theme,  however,  is 
Palestine,  and  in  playing  the  game  the 
child  becomes  acquainted  in  a  most 
natural  way  not  only  with  the  whole 
significance  of  Palestine,  but  with 
some  of  the  most  important  institutions 
that  help  to  build  the  land,  and  with 
some  of  the  great  economic  enterprises. 

W'e  heartilv  endorse  this  game.  It 
might  be  added  that  grown-u])s  who 
enjov  "INIonopolv"  will  find  an  even 
greater  interest  in  "The  ( ianie  of 
Oasis." 

—1.  II.  L. 


and  racial  groups  in  Poland"  so  as  to 
assure  "a  large  measure  of  justice  for 
the  three  million  Jews  in  Poland."  The 
organizations  i)articii)ating  at  this 
meeting  represented  Protestants  and 
Catholics  as  well  as  Jews.  Mrs.  Stephen 
S.  Wise  ])resided. 

Two  contra.sting  report^;  indicate 
what  concern  the  Jews  should  have 
over  the  situation  in  Sjiain.  It  is  re- 
ported that  Lieutenant  Klaus  Selzner, 
right-hand  man  (jf  Dr.  Ley,  leader  of 
the  Nazi  Labor  Front,  has  arrived  in 
Burgos  from  Germany  to  assist  the 
insurgents.  His  ])urpose  is  to  help 
General  Franco  organize  his  activities 
"on  National  Socialist  lines,"  and  to 
take  charge  of  a  great  anti-Semitic 
cam])aign  after  \ictory  of  the  rel)els. 
On  the  other  hand,  Senor  Oleiver, 
Spanish  minister  of  Justice,  has  pro- 
mised that  after  the  civil  war  is  over 
immigrants,  including  Jews,  Avill  be 
gladly  received  in  Spain,  preference 
being  given  to  the  Se])hardic  Jews. 

*  *  * 

The  implications  of  life  in  a  totali- 
tarian state  may  he  judged  from  a  re- 
cent incident  in  Italy.  When  Dr.  Ley 
visited  Turin  a  reception  in  his  honor 
was  held  by  the  Italian  Fascists.  Pre- 
sent at  the  function  were  Jewish  Fasc- 
ists since,  in  the  Fascist  party,  there 
is  no  distinction  between  Jews  and 
others.  And  one  of  the  speeches  in  Dr 
Ley's  honor  was  delivered  by  a  Jewi.sh 
leader. 

*  *  * 

.A  new  Fascist  ])arty,  the  National 
.Socialist  League,  has  been  established 
in  England.  Its  leaders  are  John  Beck- 
ett and  William  Joyce,  who  were  ex- 
pelled from  the  British  Union  of  Fasc- 
ists, the  organization  headed  by  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley.  While  they  disagree 
with  the  "form  of  organization"  of 
the  Union  and  with  Mosley's  methods 
as  being  "bureaucratic  and  un-British," 
they  have  substantially  the  .same  objec- 
tives. "Our  attitude,"  Mr.  Joyce  is  re- 
ported as  having  .said,  "is  defiinitely 
anti-Jewi.sh."  He  adds :  "W^e  regard 
Comnumism  as  the  medium  whereby 
the  Jewish  financier  seduces  the  pro- 
letariat from  the  national  ideals  and 
prepares  it  for  an  international  state 
of  which  the  Communist  demagogues 
are  to  be  the  leaders  but  the  Jewish  fin- 
anciers the  veritable  rulers."  He  pro- 
mises not  to  engage  in  "illegal  methods 
such  as  the  beating  up  of  Jews."  and 
will  leave  the  question  of  anti-Semit- 
i.sni  for  the  P)ritish  peo]ile  to  decide. 

{Continued  on  pave  21) 
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THE  SUN  AND  I 

By  BARRIE  and  LEONA  STAVIS 


JOSEPH,  of  Canaan,  was  no  fav- 
orite with  his  many  brothers. 
Ihey  didn't  like  his  finely  mould- 
ed features  or  his  fastidiousness,  which 
contrasted  so  strangely  with  their  own 
uncouthness,  and  they  certainly  had 
no  use  f(jr  his  high-Hown  talk  and  his 
vast  imagination.  He  was  always  tell- 
ing them  how  important  he  would  one 
day  be  and  even  said  that  the  time 
would  come  when  they  would  kneel 
before  him. 

This  was  the  last  straw.  They  got 
him  when  they  were  alone  on  the 
plains  of  Dothan.  Kicks  and  blows  de- 
-scended  on  Joseph  plentifully.  Then 
he  was  thrown  into  a  pit  with  a  few 
vi])ers  for  company.  Overhead  the  red- 
bearded  faces  of  his  brothers  leered  at 
him. 

"Think  yourself  out  of  there!"  they 
taunted. 

Probably  Joseph  would  have  perished 
in  the  pit  had  not  a  slave-dealer  come 
along  and  the  leader  of  the  brethren 
was  struck  with  the  idea  of  selling 
Joseph.  The  dealer  was  more  than  will- 
ing to  buy.  A  price  of  twenty  pieces  of 
gold  was  set  and  Joseph  was  hauled 
out  of  the  pit.  Luckily,  he  was  whole. 
The  dealer  drove  him  off,  and  the 
brothers  shared  the  gold.  Joseph  had 
been  useful  to  them  at  last. 

But  how  useful  they  had  been  to 
Joseph  they  didn't  realize. 

The  slave-dealer  sold  the  young  He- 
brew to  the  Egyptians.  His  overlord 
was  none  other  than  Potii)har,  the 
Governor  of  Egypt,  but  his  immediate 
master  was  the  slave-driver,  who,  like 
Joseph's  brothers,  soon  discovered  that 
Joseph  could  be  a  terrible  nuisance. 
He  insisted  on  making  suggestions, 
particularly  how  to  sow  corn  and  rear 
cattle,  and  the  slave-driver  and  the 
overseer  at  last  grew  infinitely  weary 
of  him  and  threw  him  into  the  dun- 
geon reserved  ff)r  incorrigible  or  lazv 
slaves. 

The  dungeon  was  below  the  surface 
of  the  earth,  which  meant  far  below 
the  level  of  the  Nile,  and  was  consist- 
ently damp.  The  dampness  was  relied 
upon  to  make  the  slave-prisoners 
cough  their  lungs  out.  That  was  con- 
sidered a  cheaper  wav  of  getting  rid 
of  them  than  feeding  them  for  a  len'^th 
of  time  in  the  hope  that  they  would 
reform.  If  they  didn't  succumb  ([uickly 


("The  Siin  and  1"  has  been  playing  at 
the  A  del  phi  Theatre  for  several 
months  and  is  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful productions  of  the  Federal 
Theatre.  The  authors  have  given  their 
own  interpretation  of  the  Biblical  story 
of  Joseph.  The  interpretation  is  a 
unique  one,  but  has  the  quality  of 
l.meliness.  The  following  narrative  is 
a  condensed  fictiontzation  of  the  play 
prepared  by  Joseph  Kaye. — Editor) 


enough  the  physician  was  called  in  to 
cure  the  cough.  That  was  done  by  a 
thrust  of  a  dagger  into  the  ribs. 

Joseph,  lying  on  the  cold  stone  slab 
in  the  dungeon,  was  awaiting  a  visit 
by  the  doctor,  for  he  hap])ened  to 
prove  the  hardy  kind.  At  the  same 
time  Vashnee,  Potiphar's  wife,  being 
bored  with  her  day,  went  on  tour  of 
inspection  with  Arraffi,  her  husband's 
chamberlain,  and  saw  Joseph.  She  talk- 
ed to  him  and  was  attracted  as  much 
by  what  he  said  as  by  his  good  looks. 
Despite  his  miserable  position  Joseph 
was  still  haughty  and  still  complained 
that  the  overseers  didn't  know  their 
jobs.  "I  showed  them  how  they  could 
treble  their  crops,  and  their  flocks,  but 
the  fools  would  not  listen  to  me,"  he 
told  \'ashnee.  "They  might  at  least 
have  tried  my  way." 

Arraffi  too  was  attracted  by  Joseph. 
Arraffi  was  the  real  governor  of  Egypt, 
for  Potiphar  was  a  self-indulgent, 
thick-headef?  ir.liv'idual.  .Arraffi  was 
also  a  patriot,  a  natural  one,  which 
meant  that  he  was  troubled  about  the 
future  of  Egypt.  He  knew  that  Phv 
roah  relied  exclusively  upon  others  to 
do  his  work,  and  Potiphar  was  chief 
of  those  delegates.  Xow,  as  long  as 
.\rrafTi  lived  Potiphar's  work  was  well 
and  shrewdly  done,  and  Pharoah  and 
I'igyirt  was  .satisfied.  But  ArrafTi  was 
an  old  man,  and  weary.  Should  he  die. 
what  would  hai)]ien  1 

"J"'gypt,"  .Xrrafti  heard  Joseph  sa\', 
"is  like  a  fat  cow,  lying  in  the  grass, 
ready  for  the  slaughter  by  her  enemies. 
She  is  doing  nothing  to  jirotect  her- 
self." 

So,  between  X'ashnee  and  Arraffi 
Jose])h  was  saved.  He  came  under  the 
])rotection  of  the  chamberlain,  and  in 
a  remarkabiv  short  time  he  wa>  tlic 
chief  jiower  under  Potiphar.     Ili^  ni 


genuity  was  startling  to  those  fami- 
liar with  his  activities.  His  conduct  of 
Potiphar's  affairs  made  Potiphar  one 
of  the  most  envied  of  Pharoah's  execu- 
tives. 

.\rraih  was  ])rou(l  nf  Joseph.  lie 
gladly  turned  over  his  iiianagcm-nt  to 
him  and  was  happy  to  ret. re  to  the 
desert  for  a  life  of  contemplation, 
coming  in  to  visit  Joseph  only  occa- 
sionally. And  on  each  visit  he  coun- 
seled wisdom.  It  seemed  he  did  not 
think  that  Jose])h,  despite  his  clever- 
ness, was  yet  fully  ]M"ovide(l  with  that 
commodity. 

Naturally,  Joseph  had  enemies.  But 
he  had  the  capacity  for  using  them  to 
increase  his  own  power.  There  was 
Malfi.  for  example,  his  first  assistant. 
Malfi  had  a  beautiful  wife  who  died 
suddenly,  causing  him  great  grief. 
While  Malfi  was  mourning  his  loss, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  lounging 
Potiphar,  Joseph  remarked  that  the 
day  before  the  woman  had  died  she 
had  offered  him,  Joseph,  a  dish  of 
spiced  figs.  The  figs  smelled  deliciously 
but  they  seemed  spiced  a  new  way. 
Malfi's  wife  ate  of  them,  added 
Joseph,  but  he  didn't. 

iNIalfi  turned  pale  as  he  heard  this 
and  involuntarily  sprang  towards 
Joseph.  "She  ate  them?"  he  cried. 

"Yes.  of  course,"  replied  Joseph, 
with  just  the  trace  of  a  smile.  "I  in- 
sisted that  she  eat  them." 

Potiphar  rose  from  his  couch  in 
aiuazement.  He  was  too  schooled  in 
the  ways  of  poisoning  not  to  recog- 
nize at  once  that  Malfi  had  tried  to 
kill  Joseph.  Malfi  too  realized  that  he 
had  given  himself  away  and  fell  on 
his  knees  to  plead  for  mercy. 

Poti|)har  was  set  on  executing  Mal- 
fi there  and  then.  But  Josej^h  stoj>ped 
him. 

"P)rt  !  don't  understand,"  cried  Po- 
tiphar. "He  tried  to  kill  you.  He  will 
try  to  kill  you  again.  W  hy  do  vou 
.spare  him?" 

"He  is  useful."  replied  Joseph.  ".\nd 
if  you  make  me  more  valuable  to  him 
alive  than  dead  he  wiH  be  even  more 
useful." 

Potii)har  did  not  understand.  Xor 
did  Malfi. 

"Issue  an  order."  .said  Josejih.  "that 
should  1  die.  from  whatever  cause. 
.Malli  on  thai  dav  dies  too." 


[  14] 


Brooklyn  Jewish  Cenfer  Review 


Potiphar  broke  into  a  roar  of 
laughter.  That  was  indeed  clever. 

"But  Joseph,"  wailed  Malfi,  "some- 
thing may  happen  to  you  over  which 
we  have  no  control.  You  may  fall  in 
the  river  accidentally.  A  sacred  croc- 
odile may  swallow  you.  That  will  be 
the  doing  of  the  gods !" 

"Then  pray  to  the  gods  for  me  every 
day." 

Anxiously  Malfi  begged  him:  "You 
will  take  care  of  yourself,  won't  you, 
Joseph  ?" 

"No,"  replied  Joseph  coolly.  "That's 
your  job  now  !" 

Joseph's  phenomenal  progress  in  the 
house  of  Potiphar  would  have  contin- 
ued had  it  not  been  for  Vashnee,  who 
was  an  unscrupulous  lady,  much  smit- 
ten with  Joseph.  For  that  matter  he 
liked  her  too.  She  was  very  enticing. 
But  he  was  loyal  to  his  master  and  to 
his  work.  He  did  not  see  how  he 
could  ])ossess  Poti])har's  wife  and  go 
about  his  plans  as  impersonally  as  be- 
fore. Inevitably  his  judgment  would 
be  warped.  So  he  refused  to  be  Vash- 
nee's  lover  and  she  became  infuriated. 
Suddenly  she  tore  her  gown  from  her 
body  and  shrieked  that  Joseph  had  at- 
tacked her. 

That  ended  Joseph's  career  as  Poti- 
phar's  counsellor  and  he  was  reduced 
to  the  ranks  of  a  common  slave. 

It  was  two  years  later  that  Pharoah 
had  a  dream  and  was  unable  to  find 
anyone  to  interpret  it  for  him.  He  had 
already  executed  several  prophets 
whose  prophesies  he  recognized  as 
drivel  and  flattery  when  his  wine- 
bearer  discovered  Joseph  and  risked 
his  neck  to  introduce  him  to  Pharoah. 

To  I'haroah's  intense  astonishment 
Joseph  analyzed  the  dream  intelligent- 
ly. The  ruler  was  also  struck  with 
Joseph's  independent  manner,  and  his 
bitter  pride.  He  asked  him  who  he 
was. 

"For  two  years,"  said  Joseph,  "I 
was  ruler  of  Egypt." 

"I  have  been  around  a  good  deal," 
remarked  Pharoah,  "but  I  don't  recall 
remembering  your  reign.  In  wlial 
period  of  Egypt's  history  did  vou 
rule  ?" 

"My  rule,"  replied  Joseph,  "ended 
in  the  year  of  the  great  rape." 

Then  Pharoah  remeniibered  the  tale 
that  had  gone  through  the  court  con- 
cerning Potiphar's  slave  and  Vashnee. 
Pharoah   bad   been  much  amused  by 


it.  But  now  that  he  saw  who  the  slave 
was,  and  now  that  Joseph  took  care  to 
tell  him  all  he  had  done  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  governor,  Pharoah  called  in 
Potiphar  and  demanded  to  know  why 
he  had  let  a  mere  personal  matter  in- 
terfere with  the  efficiency  uf  his  gov- 
ernment. 

"But  I  had  to  preserve  the  sanctity 
of  the  home,"  Potiphar  defended  him- 
self. "What  would  people  have  said?" 

"Nothing  comparable  to  what  they 
would  say  if  they  knew  how  stupid 
you  were,"  observed  Pharoah.  Then 
he  did  something  sensational. 

Calling  Jo.seph  to  his  throne  he  made 
him  kneel. 

"I  annoint  you  of  royal  blood,"  he 
said,  touching  him  with  his  sceptre. 
"I  give  you  Princess  Asenath,  daugh- 
ter of  Potiphar,  as  wife.  And — I  ap- 
point you  Governor  of  Egypt." 

Joseph  stared  at  him,  his  face  aflame. 

"What  I  want  of  you,"  said  Pharoah, 
"is  action.  Avoid  the  danmable  habit 
of  stringing  words  together  endlessly. 
I  learned  that  from  the  politicians,  and 
I  can  talk  enough  for  both  of  us." 

From  then  on  Joseph  really  grew 
])owerful.  Pharoah  left  everything  in 
his  hands.  He  even  saw  the  day  when 
his  brothers  came  to  Egypt  to  buy 
wheat  and  knelt  before  him.  not  know- 
ing who  he  was.  He  saw  himself  ele- 
vated to  the  position  of  the  greatest 
man  in  the  country  under  Pharoah. 

But  then  he  ran  afoul  of  the  priests. 

Joseph  had  created  a  system  of  su- 
per-efficiency in  the  land.  Now  he  de- 
cided to  dam  the  Nile  so  that  the  coun- 
try would  have  a  constant  supply  of 
water  for  irrigation  instead  of  suffer- 
ing (periodic  droughts. 

This  the  priests  would  not  allow. 
The  Nile  was  sacred,  and  its  move- 
ments were  subject  to  the  will  of  the 
gods.  No  mortal  could  interfere. 

Joseph  scorned  this  argument.  He 
knew  the  priests  were  merely  attempt- 
ing to  guard  their  own  powers.  He  ap- 
pealed to  Pharoah,  and  although  the 
ruler  said  he  was  entirely  in  sympathy 
with  Joseph  he  had  made  it  a  rule 
never  to  interfere  with  the  priests.  He 
wi.shed  Joseph  well,  but  he  warned 
him  that  if  he  chose  battle  he,  Pharoah, 
would  stand  on  the  sidelines,  and  when 
the  end  came  he  would  be  on  the  side 
of  the  victor,  sharing  the  laurels. 

Against  this  cold-blooded  policy 
Jose])h  had  no  defense.  He  gave  u]) 
his  jjlans  for  the  dams.  In.stead  he  be- 


gan U)  hoard  wheat.  He  anticipated  a 
drought  and  consequent  famine,  and 
when  the  ^people  had  no  bread  to  eat 
he  would  give  them  bread,  and  thus 
prove  that  his  planning  was  better  than 
the  words  of  the  priests. 

To  achieve  his  purpose  he  instituted 
the  greatest  speed-up  system  that  the 
country  had  known.  He  created  the 
shift,  one  mass  of  men  joining  the 
outgoing  mass  without  cessation  of 
work.  He  made  the  men  sing  while 
they  were  working  so  that  they  would 
be  forced  to  use  work-motions  and  ac- 
complish more. 

He  drove  the  men  to  such  lengths 
in  his  anxiety  to  increase  the  collec- 
tions of  grain  that  at  last  one  group 
rebelled,  and  when  Pharoah  saw  that 
he  knew  it  was  time  to  call  a  halt.  If 
one  group  rebelled  another  would,  and 
soon  the  country  would  be  in  revolt. 

He  stopped  the  frenzied  activity, 
acceded  to  the  demands  of  the  people 
for  Joseph's  death,  and  so  restored 
peace. 

But  to  Joseph  he  said  that  even 
though  he  had  jjromised  the  Jewish 
governor's  death  he  did  not  say  when 
he  would  die,  and  told  Joseph  to  lose 
himself  in  the  desert. 

Joseph  accepted  the  decision  without 
complaint  and  with  only  one  regret : 
"I  tried  to  give  them  a  perfected 
state,"  he  said  to  Pharoah,  "but  I 
should  have  worked  through  the  peo- 
ple instead  of  through  you." 

Then  went  into  the  desert,  his  fame 
over. 


YARZEITLICHT 

By  ABRAHAM  ASEN 

MIT  a  klorn  heln  feier 
Brent  mein  Muter's  yohrzeitlicht 
Ich  sch  mein  Muter's  klore  oign, 
Ich  seh  ihr  teier  Heb  gesicht. 

•Schmeitzt  dos  feier  ois  dem  cheilev, 
Fain  tropens  fon  dem  licht, 
Fain,  ducht  sich,  heise  trern 
Fon  mein  Muter's  bias  gesicht. 


{ liiK/lisIi  T raiisldl i<in  l>\' 
'Dr.  n.  Rohilch) 

Willi  a  clear  and  lucid  fire 
Hums  iiix  iiiother's  Varzcit  liylil ; 
J^ol  niy  mother's  face  I  vision 
.liid  her  eyes  so  mild  and  bright. 

There  the  fire  melts  the  tallozv. 
And  the  drops  zcith  dozviiward  pace 
Seem  like  teardrops  hot  dcsceudinij 
P'rom  my  mother's  pallid  face. 
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CONSECRATION  SERVICE  TO  TAKE 
PLACE  THIS  SUNDAY  MORNING. 
SHEVUOTH  IN  SYNAGOGUE 

The  second  Consecratiun  service  to 
be  held  in  our  Center  will  be  con- 
ducted this  Sunday  morning.  May  16, 
the  first  day  Shevuoth  in  connection 
with  our  services. 

Following  the  exam])lc  of  last  year, 
we  shall  have  the  entire  religious  ser- 
vice first,  without  the  sermon,  which 
will  terminate  promptly  at  11  o'clock. 
Precisely  at  eleven  the  members  of  the 
Consecration  Class,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mr.  Joseph  M.  Schwartz, 
President  of  the  Center,  and  Mr. 
F"rank  SchaefFcr,  Chairman  of  the  He- 
brew .School  Commitee,  will  start  the 
procession  to  the  pulpit. 

The  following  program  will  be 
given : 

Opening  Prayer — Zelta  Daniels 
Hymn — -Consecration  Class 
First  Blessing  for  the  Torah — Doris 
Levy 

Second  P)lessing  lor  the  Torah — Flor- 
ence Gold  far!) 

The  Contribution  of  Jewish  Woman- 
hood to  Jewish  Life 

(a)  To  Religion — Blossom  Hal- 
])ern 

(b)  To  the  Torah— h'.velyn  Us- 
tow 

(c)  To  the  Jewish  Home — Mar- 
ion Gitelson 

(d)  To  the  Synagogue — Muriel 
Kottenberg 

(ej  To  Palestine — Pearl  (iold- 
stcin 

( f )  To  Jewish  Character  and 
Ideals — Fleanor  Stone 

(  f )  The  Challenge  to  Jewish  Wo- 
manhood Today — The  I'led^e 
of  Consecration  —  Phoebe 
Honig 

Hymn — Con.secration  Class 
"A  Prayer" — Poem  by  Philip  M.  Ras- 
kin— Dorothy  .Shapiro 
Conferring  of  Certificates  and  Illcss- 

ing  by  Rabbi  Pevinthal 
Valedictory — Gladys  Hammer 
('losing  Prayer — lulith  Kaufniauii 

The  program  promises  to  be  a  most 
interesting  one,  and  we  ;n"e  conlident 
that  the  members  who  will  attend  will 
derive  a  great  deal  of  jjleasure  from 
the  service. 

The  class  has  taken  an  intensive 
course  during  the  past  year,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  1  IrJen  Lcvinthal 
Sukloll.  in  Jewish  historw  b'\vish  re- 
ligion and  current  Jewisli  e\ents. 


A  "NEW  DEAL"  FOR  THE  YOUNG 
FOLKS  LEAGUE 

"The  New  Deal  Slate"  which  was 
unanimously  elected  at  the  meeting  on 
April  22nd,  proposes  to  rejuvenate  the 
Young  Folks  League  by  the  transfu- 
sion of  new  members  into  its  ranks. 
With  all  the  facilities  of  the  Center, 
one  of  the  finest  institutions  in  the 
country  placed  at  their  dis]X)sal,  the 
I£x.ecutive  Committee  is  pl.anning  a 
brilliant  social  program  for  the  bal- 
ance of  this  season  and  for  next  year. 

In  order  to  introduce  their  new  ])o- 
licies  to  the  young  folks  of  the  Cen- 
ter, an  Introduction  Party  is  being 
held  at  the  home  of  Nathan  Rothstein, 
1388  President  .St.,  on  Sunday  even- 
ing, May  23rd.  This  intimate  gathering 
is  intended  to  afford  the  young  folks 
an  opportunity  to  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  one  another  in  a  friend- 
ly, informal  atmosj^hcre.  All  the  young 
folks  of  the  Center  are  welcome.  Ad- 
mission will  be  by  membership  card 
only. 

On  Sunday  evening,  June  13th,  the 
League  will  hold  its  annual  S])ring 
-Sports  Hop  on  the  Roof  Grade.  Moon- 
light dancing  to  the  music  of  a  popular 
dance  orchestra. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  monthly 
meetings  which  are  followed  by  danc- 
ing and  refreshments,  the  Committee 
is  planning  a  series  of  semi-monthlv 
social  meetings  for  the  entertainment 
and  enjoyment  of  the  League's  mem- 
bers. 

The  newly  elected  ofificers  of  the 
League  are:  President,  William  Rosen- 
berg; Vice-Presidents.  Al  liaron  and 
.Sylvia  I 'oskowitz ;  Secretarv,  Rose 
(iross;  Treasurer,  Lou  .Seldin  :  Chair- 
man of  l\xecutive  Board,  Xathan 
Rothstein.  I>oth  the  officers  and  the 
Committee  have  extended  a  jilea  for 
the  support  and  co-operation  worthy  of 
the  institution  it  represents  and  be  as- 
sured of  a  splendid  season's  entertain- 
ment. 


COURSE  LECTURES 

Psychology — Wednesdav  evenings  at 
8:.30  P.  M.  —  Miss  FloVence  Rosen, 
Instructor. 

.Modern  Drama  and  Literature  — 
Wednesdav-  e\enings  at  8:30  P.  M.--~ 
.Mr.  J.  M.  Kaiilan,  M,.\.,  In^liuctor. 


SHEVUOTH  SERVICES 

Shevuoth  services  will  be  held  in 
our  Synagogue  on  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day evenings  at  8  o'clock  and  on  Sun- 
day and  Monday  mornings  at  8:30. 
On  the  first  day,  Sunday,  the  ser- 
vices will  conclude  promptly  at  11 
o'clock,  when  the  Consecration  ser- 
vices will  begin. 

On  the  second  day  of  Shevuoth, 
Monday,  the  Yiskor  or  memorial  ser- 
vice for  the  dead  will  be  said  at  10:30. 
Rabbi  Levinthal  will  preach  on  the 
significance  of  the  festival  immediately 
after  the  memorial  service.  Rev.  Kan- 
tor  will  officiate  on  both  days. 


HEBREW  SCHOOL  GRADUATION  TO 
BE  HELD  ON  THURSDAY  EVENING, 
MAY  27th 

The  Center  members  are  asked  to 
reserve  Thursday  evening.  May  27th 
for  the  graduation  exercises  of  our  af- 
ternoon Hel)rew  School,  which  will  be 
held  on  that  evening.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Alax  Drob,  former  president  of  the 
Rabbinical  Assembly  of  America,  and 
one  of  the  ])rominent  Rabbis  of  this 
city  will  be  the  ])rincipal  speaker. 

A  fine  musical  ])rogram  is  arranged. 
An  interesting  ])rogram  will  also  be 
given  by  the  members  of  the  graduat- 
in  class.  We  hope  that  all  those  who 
are  interested  in  Jewish  education  will 
be  with  us  that  evening. 


CENTER  MEMBERSHIP  SOCIAL 
MEETING  AND  BRIDGE 

The  next  social  meeting  of  the  en- 
tire membershiii  of  the  Center  has  been 
arranged  for  \Vednesdav  evening,  Mav 
P)th  at  8:30  o'clock. 

The  evening  will  open  with  a  brief 
business  meeting,  in  the  course  of 
which  several  important  matters  will 
be  discussed. 

.Vt  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting 
there  will  be  a  bridge  party,  followed 
by  refreshments.  A\\  members  of  the 
(  vuicv.  men  and  women,  are  hereby 
extended  a  cordial  invitation  to  be  pre- 
sent. 


BAR  MITZVAH 

We  extend  our  hearty  congratula- 
tions to  xMr.  and  Mrs.  .Vbraham  Gross 
of  (tOS  Montgomery  Street,  upon  the 
Bar  Mitzvah  of  their  son,  Howard, 
which  will  be  celebrated  at  the  Cen- 
ter on  Saturday,  .May  Lsth. 
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HEBREW  AND  PUBLIC  HIGH 
SCHOOLS 

The  attention  of  the  pupils  in  8B 
classes  in  elementary  school,  Junior 
and  Senior  High  School  is  called  to 
the  fact  that  Hebrew  may  be  selected 
as  one  of  the  foreign  language  studies 
in  Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools. 
Those  desiring  to  take  up  the  Hebrew 
language  should  communicate  this  fact 
to  the  principal  of  their  local  high 
school. 

Hebrew  is  taught  in  the  following 
High  Schools  in  Brooklyn :  Abraham 
Lincoln  High  School,  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son High  School,  and  Samuel  J.  Til- 
den  High  School.  Should  you  find  any 
difficulties,  please  communicate  with 
the  Jewish  Education  Association  at 
70  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 


THE  MACCABEE  CLUB 

During  the  past  month  the  Maccabee 
club  listened  to  an  address  by  a  guest 
speaker  on  photography.  The  Basket- 
ball team  coached  by  Zeldin  closed  a 
very  successful  season.  The  club  now 
has  a  baseball  team. 


CLUB  CALENDAR 

Maccabees — Meetings  held  on  Sat- 
urday evening  at  8  o'clock. 

Vivalets  —  Meet  every  Saturday 
night  at  8  o'clock. 

Center  Club — Meetings  held  Satur- 
day nights  at  8  o'clock. 

Girl  Scouts — Meetings  held  every 
Wednesday  evening  at  7  o'clock. 

Boy  Scouts — Meetings  held  every 
Monday  evening  at  7  o'clock. 


THE  VIVALET  CLUB 

The  Vi  valet  Club,  daughters  of 
Center  members,  have  been  very  active 
in  the  last  few  weeks.  True  to  their 
tradition,  every  month  they  have  made 
several  substantial  contributions  to 
some  worthy  cause. 

Talks  on  various  topics  were  deliver- 
ed by  several  members  of  the  club, 
followed  by  lively  discussions.  Miss 
Roma  Cantor  spoke  on  "Assimilation 
Among  Jews",  and  Miss  Phoebe  Honig 
delivered  an  interesting  talk  on  "Dr. 
Theodore  Herzl".  An  elaborate  social 
evening  is  being  planned  by  the  Viva- 
lets  for  the  close  of  the  season. 


P.  T.  A.  HEBREW  and  SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS  MEET  MAY  27th 

An  important  meeting  of  the  Parent 
Teachers  Association  of  the  Hebrew 
and  Sunday  Schools  of  the  Center  will 
be  held  on  Thursday  evening,  May  27th 
at  8:00  o'clock  sharp. 

This  meeting  will  begin  promptly  as 
per  schedule  and  close  not  later  than 
9  o'clock,  in  order  that  the  parents 
may  attend  in  a  body  the  Hebrew 
School  graduation  Exercise  which  will 
be  held  on  the  same  evening. 


RESTAURANT 

The  Center  restaurant  is  closed  for 
the  season  after  May  9th. 


SABBATH  SERVICES 

Kindling  of  Candles  at  7:49  P.  M. 

Friday  Evening  Services  at  6  P.  M. 

Sabbath  Morning  Services.  Sedrah 
Bamidbar  will  commence  at  8:45 
o'clock. 

Mincha  Services  at  6  P.  M. 

Class  in  Ein  Yaakob,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Benj.  Hirsh  at  5 
P.  M.   . 

DAILY  SERVICES 

Morning  Services  at  7  and  8  o'clock. 
Mincha  Services  at  8  P.  M. 


GYMNASIUM  AND  BATH 
SCHEDULE 

The  gymnasium  and  bath  department 
is  open  as  per  the  following  schedule: 
Monday— Men  3  P.  M.  to  1 1  P.  M. 

Boys  3  P.  M.  to  5  P.M. 

Women  10  A.  M.  to  3  P.  M. 

Girls — 

Tue-sday — Women  10  A.M.  -  10  P.M. 

Girls  3  P.  M.  to  5  P.  M. 
Wednesdav— Men  3  P.M.  to  11  P.M 

Boys  3  P.  M.  to  5  P.  M. 

Women  10  A.  M.  to  3  P.  M. 

Girls — 

Thursday— Men  5  P.  M.  to  11  P.  M. 
Boys — 

Women  10  A.  M.  to  5  P  M 

Girls  3  P.  M.  to  5  P.  M. 
Friday— Men  2  P.  M.  to  6  P.  M. 

Boys  2  P.  M.  to  6  P.  M. 
Saturday— Men  8  P.  M.  to  1 1  P.  M. 
Sundays  and  Legal  Holidays — 

Men  10  A.  M.  to  2  .  M. 

Boys  2  P.  M.  to  4  P.  M. 

Beginning  June  1st  the  summer 
schedule  will  go  into  effect.  The  de- 
partment will  be  closed  on  Saturday 
evening  during  the  months  of  June, 
July  and  Aiugust,  and  will  be  open 
on  Sundavs  to  6  P.  M.  instead  of  4 
P.  M.  '   

SHEVUOTH  SCHEDULE  GYMNASIUM 
AND  BATH 

Due  to  the  Shevuoth  holiday,  the 
gymnasium  and  bath  department  will 
close  this  Friday,  May  14th  at  six 
o'clock  and  will  reopen  as  per  the 
usual  schedule  on  Tuesdav  morning, 
May  18th  at  10  o'clock. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

We  extend  our  hearty  congratula- 
tions and  best  wishes  to  the  following : 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sol  Goodman  of  596 
Montgomery  Street,  upon  the  birth  of 
a  boy  to  their  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Fisher  on  J\Iav  4th. 

Mr.  Murray  Willen 'of  712  Crown 
Street,  upon  his  engagement  to  Miss 
Ruth  Wasserberger  of  Forest  Hills, 
Long  Island. 

Mr.  Myron  Grabisch  of  1497  Car- 
roll Street,  upon  his  engagement  to 
Miss  Florence  Ertischek  of  1928  E. 
24th  Street,  Brooklyn. 


PERSONALS 

Mrs.  Joseph  Horowitz,  honorary 
president  of  the  Sisterhood  of  the 
Center,  was  elected  president  of  the 
Brooklyn  Chapter  of  the  Hadassah. 


STRAWBERRY 
FESTIVAL  and 
DANCE 

Arranged   under  the  joint  auspices 
of  the 

CENTER  SISTERHOOD 

and  the 

PARENT  TEACHERS  ASSOCIATION 
HEBREW  and  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS 

♦ 

Wednesday  evening,  June  16+h 
on  the  Center  Roof 

♦ 

Tickets  of  admission  may  be  obtained 
for  59c.  per  person 
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Sunday  Evening,  June  13,  1937 
YOUNG  FOLKS  LEAGUE 

Presents 

Annual  Spring  Sports  Hop 

Moonlight  and  Music 

atop  the  Center  Roof 

Subscription  Fifty  Cents 


APPLICATIONS  for  MEMBERSHIP 

The  following  have  applied  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center: 

Defren,  Frank  F. 

Unmarried  Accountant 
Res.  1635  Park  Place 
Bus.  233  Broadway 
Proposed  by  Morris  Hammerman  & 
Ben  Osher 

Kurtz,  Jerald 

Unmarried  Salesman 
Res.  1378  President  St. 
Bus.  162-24  Jamaica 
Proposed   by   Jacol)    Rutstein  and 
Henry  Gold 

Londncr,  Rudolph  L. 
Unmarried  Attr,'rne\' 
Res.  655  St.  Alark's  Avenue 
Bus.  565  Fifth  Ave..  X.  Y. 
Proposed  by  Samuel  L.  Londner 

Marder,  Israel 

Married    Stationery  &  General 
Mdse. 

Res.  1478  Prospect  Place 
Bus.  77  Nassau  Street 
Proposed  by  K.  Karl  Klein 

Salop.  Claire 
Unmarried 

Res.  1026  President  St. 
Bus.  510  Lincoln  Place 
Proposed  by  Mrs.  S.  P..  Goldberg 


Schell,  Herman  l->. 

Unmarried  .Attorney 

Res.  1219  Union  St' 

Bus.  270  Broadway 

Proposed  by  Josei)h  M.  Schwartz 
Zeitz,  Harry 

Married    Six^ciaity  Store 

Res.  135  Eastern  Parkway 

Bus.  501  Fulton  St. 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Parnes 

The  following  have  applied  for  rein- 
statement In  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Cen- 
ter: 

Kopple,  Louis 

Married    Real  Estate 
Res.  985  Park  Place 
Proposed  by  Hyman  Aaron 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  OF  GIFTS 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  receipt 
of  the  following  gifts: 

CENTER  LIBRARY 

Mr.  Barnet  Smallene. 
League  for  Labor  Palestine 
Mrs.  Brown. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sol  Sussman.  in  hon- 
or of  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  their  son. 
Mr.  Joseph  Goldberg. 
Mr.  Hans  Von  Holdt. 

PRAYER  BOOKS 

Mrs.  Irene  Goodman,  in  memory  of 
her  late  father,  Reul)cn  Goldstein. 

TALEISIM 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  Levingson.  in  honor 
of  the  birth  of  a  daughter  to  their 
children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Rinzler,  in 
honor  of  the  birth  of  a  daughter  to 
their  children. 


PROFESSOR  PAUL  KLAPPER  TO  AD- 
DRESS CENTER  ACADEMY  DINNER 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Center 
Academy  has  arranged  that  the  even- 
ing of  Wednesday,  May  26th  shall  be 
the  occasion  for  a  dinner,  a  festive  as- 
sembly of  parents,  teachers  and  friends 
of  the  school. 


FREE!  FREE! 

Fun!    Food!  Frolic! 
INTRODUCTION  PARTY 

tendered  by 

Young  Folks  League 

at   1388   PRESIDENT  STREET 

Sunday  Evening.  May  23,  1937 

All  Center  Young  Folks  Welcome 

Admission  by  membership  card  only 


The  occasion  will  be  in  the  nature 
of  a  celebration  of  another  year  of 
highly  successful  school  activity,  to  re- 
view the  work  that  has  been  done,  and 
to  hear  of  plans  for  the  future. 

The  guest  of  honor  will  be  Profes- 
sor I'aul  Klapper,  Dean  of  the  School 
of  Education  of  the  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  prominent  author 
and  an  eminent  teacher  of  teachers.  Re- 
cently Professor  Klapper,  upon  the  in- 
vitation of  the  school  board,  imder- 
took  a  suryey  and  eyaluation  of  the 
work  of  the  school.  He  will  summarize 
his  hndings  in  the  course  of  his  address 
that  nght. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  MEETING 
MAY  20th 

The  next  meeting  uf  the  Hoard  of 
Trustees  is  scheduled  for  Thursday 
evening.  May  20th  at  8:30  o'clock, 
blatters  of  great  importance  will  be 
discussed. 


SISTERHOOD  BOARD  MEETING 
MAY  27th 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Sis- 
terhood of  the  Center  will  hold  its  next 
meeting  on  Thursday  afternoon,  Ma\- 
27th  at  1  :30  o'clock.' 


-  FOR  RENT  - 

6  ROOMS  WITH  3  BATHS    /  985  PARK  PLACE.  BROOKLYN 

7  ROOMS  WITH  3  BATHS    \  corner  Brooklyn  Avenue 

REASONABLE  RENTAL  —  FINE  LOCATION 
Hyman  Aaron         — :: —  Telephone:  PResident  4-5561 
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tunate  and  false  yearning  for  unity 
with  the  rabble,  confusing  the  people 
with  the  rabble,  stooping  to  the  mob 
in  lowering  themselves  to  the  service 
of  lending  intellectual  spirit  to  mob 
slogans.  They  have  dishonored  them- 
selves and  deserve  nothing  better  than 
the  pitiable  role  they  now  play  under 
the  lash  of  the  rabble.  The  mob  is  not 
ennobled  through  this  self-betraymg 
reinforcement  by  the  intellectuals ;  it 
is  only  the  opposite  which  occurs :  the 
spirit  is  degraded  and  gives  itself  up 
into  slavery.  That  is  what  experience 
teaches. 

The  aristocracy  of  the  intellect  is 
a  necessity,  a  far  more  justifiable  ne- 
cessity than  the  wretched  craving  for 
superiority,  which  at  present,  among 
other  things,  finds  expression  in  vulgar 
anti-Semitism.  Not  tmaptly  some  one 
described  Fascism  as  the  Socialism  of 
the  stupid.  Indeed,  vulgar  anti-Semit- 
ism is  the  aristocracy  of  the  rabble.  It 
can  be  brought  down  to  a  very  sim- 
ple formula :  "I  must  admit  that  I  am 
nothing,  but  I  am  at  least  not  a  Jew." 
The  lout  believes  thereby  to  be  after 


all  somebody.  Anyone,  however,  who 
is  anything  at  all  does  not  need  so 
negative  an  advantage  to  prop  himself 
up  in  his  own  eyes. 

I  hereby  profess  the  i)rofound  aver- 
sion tliat  I  have  always  felt  toward 
anti-Semitism.  This  aversion  has 
strengthened  itself  into  abhorrence  in 
the  same  measure  in  which  those  base 
instincts  that  formerly,  at  least,  stood 
under  the  corrective  pressure  of  good 
custom,  have  taken  the  upper  hand, 
have  in  some  places  even  become  offi- 
cial, and  have  come  into  a  position 
where  unrepressed  they  can  turn  their 
miserable  wish-dreams  into  deeds. 

This  is  a  revolting  sight  to  anyone 
who  is  aware  of  what  German  Jews 
have  achieved  both  receptively  and  cre- 
atively for  the  culture  of  their  so-called 
host-land  (  W'irt aland)  but  which  is  as 
much  their  homeland  as  it  is  of  any 
of  their  non-Jewish  compatriots.  It  is 
revolting  especially  to  the  German 
man  of  letters  who  has  personally  ex- 
perienced the  assistance,  furtherance 
and    benefit    for    literary  endeavor 


brought  by  the  sym])athy  and  under- 
standing r)f  the  Jewish  part  (jf  its  ])ub- 
lic  toward  German  culture. 

The  Jews  are  called  the  peojjle  of 
the  Book.  We  must  be  aware  of  all  the 
sensitiveness,  receptivity,  spiritual  ma- 
turity, knowledge  of  suffering,  love  of 
the  spiritual  which  is  here  symbolical- 
ly implied  in  the  word  Book  in  order 
pro]ierly  to  understand  the  debt  of 
gratitude  which  especially  in  (jcrmany 
the  literary  spirit  owes  to  the  Jews. 
It  was  Goethe  who  uttered  embittered 
but  resigned  api)reciation :  "A  Ger- 
man man  of  letters  means  a  German 
martyr."  This  is  an  immemorial  ex- 
])erience.  And  only  tho.se  fail  to  sense- 
it  who  are  not  men  of  letters  at  all  but 
merely  people  who  write. 

If  ever  anything  had  the  power  tcj 
moderate  and  soothe  this  strange  mar- 
tyrdom (usually  borne  with  equanim- 
ity or  even  a  certain  acquiescence)  it 
has  been  precisely  the  ])artici]jation  of 
the  Jewish  s])irit  in  German  culture. 
Every  one,  even  the  greatest  men  of 
letters,  admitted  this.  Speaking  of 
Tioethe's  relation  to  the  Jews,  Riemer 
sa}-s :  "The  educated  among  them  were 
more  complacent  and  enduring  in  their 
(  Continued  on  page  20) 


#  You'll  find  a  complete  vacation  at  WILD 
ROSE  HOTEL  (Kessler's)  the  choice  of 
pleasure  seekers  and  sport  lovers.  •  Dietary 
laws,  best  sport  facilities,  all  recreational 
activities,  rooms  with  bath.  •  DECORATION 
DAY  SPECIAL-2  days  $9;  3  days,  $12.  • 
Reserve  now  •  Dancing  and  entertainment. 
New  social  program.  •  60  minutes  from 
New  York.  35  miles;  fare  65c.  elevation  1200 
feet  and  NO  MOSQUITOS.      +      +  + 


P.O.  Box  511,  Morristown.  N.J. 
Telephone:  Mt.  Freedom  48 
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(  Confiiiiicd  from  piu/c  C) ) 


proposed  to  work  out  a  modus  of^craii- 
di  by  which  all  groups  might  unite  for 
common  Zionist  aims,  while  at  the 
same  time  i)reserving  their  separate 
ideologies  for  partisan  ]jurposes.  The 
Territorial  Union  has  not  caught  the 
fancy  of  the  Zionist  world.  So  far,  it 
has  been  a  failure.  The  Congress  must 
find  a  substitute.  The  Congress  indeed 
must  sow  the  seeds  of  harmon\'  where 
now  there  is  only  the  dragon's  teeth  of 
discord. 

So  much  for  the  Congress.  In  the 
three  months  before  it  convenes  there 
is  work  to  be  done  in  America.  We 
have  referred  to  the  potency  of  public 
opinion.  It  is  the  considered  thought 
of  the  leaders  of  Zionism  in  America 
that  the  greatest  factor  in  the  solution 
of  the  political  problems  facing  the 
Congress  will  be  the  unification  of 
American  public  opinion  in  favor  of 
an  honest  interpretation  of  the  Man- 
date. That  cannot  be  brought  about  by 
oratory.  It  can  be  effected  only  by  a 
tremendous  registration  of  shekel 
holders  enrolled  to  vote  for  delegates 
to  the  Congress  and  pledged  to  an  ex- 
pressed sympath>-  with  Zionism.  It  must 
be  made  obvious  by  the  public  opinion 
of  America,  acting  as  a  catalytic  agent 
on  the  public  o])inion  of  Great  Britain, 
that  the  4,000,000  Jews  of  America 
are  unitedly  and  tremendously  interest- 
ed in  the  proper  and  successful  de- 
velopment of  the  Jewish  National 
Homeland. 

This  can  be  done  if,  and  only  if,  the 
election  is  participated  in  by  at  least 
500,000  voters  in  America.  It  is  there- 
fore the  duty  of  every  Zionist  ( nay, 
more,  of  every  Jew  who  has  any  feel- 
ing of  resjjonsibility  towards  Jewry) 
to  .see  to  it  that  his  efforts  will  tend 
to  the  enrollment  of  many  others  as 
registered  voters  ( who,  incidentally, 
must  be  so  registered  before  May  28th, 
1937.) 

The  lines  of  division  in  Jewry  today 
are  sternly  drawn  by  the  com])ulsi()n 
of  events  in  the  face  of  whicli  indi- 
vidual ])hiIosophics  such  as  assimila- 
tion can  have  no  vital  force.  The 
choice  is  almost  literally  one  between 
physical  survival  and  destruction. 
There  will  be  time  for  the  niceties  of 
definition  and  <listinction  only  when 
safety  is  assured.  That  safety  for  mil- 
lions of  Jews  lies  only  in  the  uninter- 
rupted development  of  the  Homeland. 
The  dut}'  of  all  Jews  is  to  labor  un- 
remittingly in  the  form  indicated,  to 


fashion  the  materials,  actual  and  spirit- 
ual, for  such  development. 

May  none  of  us  be  recreant  to  this 
dutv !   

CONSERVATIVE  JUDAISM 

(Coiitiiuicd  from  page  8) 
worship.  There  should  be  encourage- 
ment of  modern  liturgical  composi- 
tions. But  the  authority  of  these  new 
forms  will  depend  upon  their  ultimate 
wide  acceptance.  Till  then,  our  new 
creations  will  necessarily  have  the 
status  of  localized  "minhagim."  There 
is  no  doubt  that  when  the  Yishub  in 
Erez  Yisroel  becomes  imbued  with  a 
modern  intense  religious  awareness, 
its  new  forms  and  institutions  will  find 
quicker  and  wider  acceptance  in  the 
galuth. 

From  the  foregoing  one  can  see  that 
Conservative  Judaism  must  stress  an 
intensive  Hebraic  education  with  em- 
phasis on  Palestine  and  Jewish  na- 
tionalism and  with  a  view  to  deve'op- 
ing  a  balanced  emotional  and  rational 
religious  outlook.  It  must  teach  rev- 
erence for  the  Bible  and  Talmud  to- 
gether with  a  discriminating  .sense  of 
the  difi:"erence  between  history  and 
folklore,  as  well  as  between  the  higher 
and  lower  stages  of  religious  and  ethi- 
cal sensitivity  found  herein.  It  must 
encourage  and  cultivate  in  the  child 
and  in  the  adult  a  functioning  ( iod 
consciousness  which  will  help  to 
make  for  self-discipline  and  for  aesthe- 
tic religious  life.  It  mu.st  inculcate  re- 
spect for  Jewish  law  together  with  a 
sense  of  discrimination  between  those 
laws  -which  are  vital  and  significant 
and  those  which  are  not  essential.  In 
the  case  of  the  latter,  we  must  re- 
member that  even  the  ashes  of  our 
burnt  devotions  in  the  Temple  were 
treated  with  reverence.  There  ne\er 
was  a  time  when  life  made  it  pos^ibk' 
for  Jews  to  meet  all  the  demands  of 
the  Halachah.  Since  it  is  ridiculous  to 
attempt  to  cut  the  cloth  of  the  law  to 
meet  the  particular  situation  of  each 
and  everv  individual,  we  must  stress 
those  channels  of  Jewi.sh  life  which  of- 
fer the  richest  ojjportunity  for  the 
spiritual  life.  \\'e  need  not  fear  U'>t 
the  rite  eclipses  the  right  since  our 
(lod  emphasis  must  be  inextricably 
rooted  to  ethical  sensitivity. 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  if  Con- 
servative Judaism  develops  along  these 
lines,  it  will  restore  God  to  fsrael  and 
Israel  to  God.  It  will  also  assure  the 
further  organic  evolution  and  growth 
of  Jewish  life. 


^6S5  PITKW  AVE 
BROOKLYN.  N  Y. 


Wedding 
Decorations 

Our  Specialty 


We  Carry  A  Complete 
Line  of 

FRUIT  BASKETS 

FOR  EVERY  OCCASION 


THE  BROOKLYN  JEWISH 
CENTER'S  OFFICIAL 
FLORIST 


Telephone:  Dickens  2-4000 
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admiration  not  only  of  his  person  Init 
also  of  his  writings,  than  his  coreli- 
gionists. As  a  rule  they  show  a  more 
pleasant  attention  and  a  more  flatter- 
ing sympathy  than  does  the  National- 
German.  And  their  eas)'  receptivity 
and  penetrating  intellect  as  well  as 
their  peculiar  wit  make  him  a  more 
sensitive  public  than  one  is  apt  to  find 
among  the  sometimes  slightly  slower 
and  more  clumsy  true-and-only  Ger- 
mans." 

That  is  a  nice  characterization,  err- 
ing a  little  and  superficially  in  expres- 
sion but  yet  very  apt  and  suggestive' 
in  the  term  "more  sensitive  public" 
and  that  of  the  "true-and-only-Ger- 
man."  In  that  word  we  find  a  charac- 
teristic uneasiness  and  discomfort 
\yhich  every  culturally  oriented  hu- 
man group — and  especially  the  Ger- 
man— feels  when  confronted  with  the 
"nothing-but-German,"  with  Germany 
a  purely  folk-product  which  has 
never  been  and  never  will  be  sensed 
as  an  element  promoting  culture  or 
fjriendly  to  it. 

iii  The  Catholic  Church  is  really  right 
Hvhen  in  order  to  reply  to  certain  anti- 
Christian  stupidities  and  crudities,  it 
declares  to  fthe  Germany  <yi  today : 
that  it  was  only  with  the  advent  of 
Christianity  that  the  German  entered 
the  ranks  of  the  leading  cultural  peo- 
ples. That  is  undeniably  true.  With 
Christianity,  however,  came  a  Medit- 
erranean-Oriental element  not  Ger- 
man, which  the  Germans  from  time  to 
time  and  repeatedly  attempt  to  deny. 
Each  time  such  denial  resulted  in  a  re- 
lapse into  barbarism,  into  something 
which  is  pre-historic  and  not  yet  Ger- 
man, only  tril)all}'  Germanic.  And  an 
earmark  of  this  relapse  which  has  al- 
ways been  a  temptation  of  the  German 
(just  as  it  was  temptation  for  the 
Jews  to  relapse  into  the  pre-Mosaic, 
the  merely  Canaanite)  has  always  been 
anti-Semitism. 

To  be  sure,  even  if  there  were  no 
Jews  in  Germany,  the  Meditcrranean- 
European-Oriental  element,  the  really 
humane  and  universal  element  would 
be  irrevocably  one  with  all  that  is  Ger- 
man history,  with  all  of  German  cul- 
ture. The  Jews,  however,  represent  in 
the  German  sphere  the  spiritual  cle- 
ment, phy.sically,  racially,  physiognomi- 
cally,  I  might  say  personally.  What  is 
usually  termed  their  intellectual  com- 
ponent is  nothing  but  this  Mediterran- 


ean-European clement  which  is  also 
part  and  parcel  of,  altogether  inalien- 
able from  German  morals  and  culture. 
The  hatred  which  breaks  out  from 
time  to  time  against  the  Jews  is  not  at 
all  aimed  at  the  Jews  alone ;  it  is  aimed 
against  Europe  and  all  that  is  higher 
in  Germany  it.self ;  it  is  the  impossible 
attempt  to  oust  from  the  body  of  Ger- 
man culture  an  element  felt  to  be  som- 
ber and  alien  despite  the  fact  that  it 
is  actually  the  very  element  which  en- 
lightens, gives  form,  is  human;  in 
other  words,  the  Mediterranean  cle- 
ment whose  racial  representatives  in 
Germany  are  the  Jews.  Anti-Semitism 
is  the  need  of  breaking  through  to  a 
most  wretched,  reactionary,  fruitless 
"freedom"  and  independence,  arrived 
at  only  after  the  bonds  of  civilization 
have  been  shaken  ofif — without  which 
there  would  be  no  Germany  in  any 
higher  sense  of  the  word. 

What  I  am  telling  you  here  is  not 
new  :  others,  greater  men,  have  said  it 
before,  and  even  I  myself  have-  ex- 
Dressed  the  same  thing  as  far  back  as 
it  seemed  to  me  necessary  to  do  so. 
The  cultured  German,  educated  in  the 
spirit  of  Goethe  and  for  whom  accord- 
ing to  the  words  of  his  master,  "the 
only  problems  of  importance  are  those 
of  culture  against  barbarism" — he  can- 
not be  an  anti-Semite  and  must  deny 
to  himself  any  part  in  this  cheap  folk- 
amusement  ;  for  he  senses  with  accu- 
racy that  the  very  fundaments  of  his 
own  world  are  here  at  stake :  the  Giris- 
tian-Classical  basis  of  Ckcidental  civi- 
,!ization,  along*  with  everything  that 
rests  therein  in  European  thought  and 
ethics:  ideas  of  freedom,  truth,  right 
and  humanitarianism.  In  serener  times 
these  ideas  lose  some  of  their  pathos ; 
and  the  mind,  fundamentally  sure  of 
their  immorality,  may  treat  them  light- 
ly and  even  with  irony.  But  in  so  se- 
vere an  epoch  as  the  present,  in  times 
of  war,  as  one  might  say,  they  resume 
all  their  exacting  and  decisive  serious- 
ness. A  man  must  either  recognize 
them,  or  deny  them — and  he,  who  de- 
nies them,  is  I  am  convinced,  a  lost 
spirit  and   alost  soul. 

And  we  must  in  all  this  consider  not 
only  the  fact,  that  the  Jews  are  as 
great  a  historical  factor  in  the  intel- 
lectual constitution  of  Europe  as  were 
the  Greeks ;  which  consideration  keeps 
men  like  me  so  definitely  removed 
from  any  form  of  anti-Semitism.  We 
must  further  keep  a  lively  sense  of  the 
importance  and  the  indispensibility  of 
the  Jewish  spirit  to  the  present  and 
the  future  of  the  continent. 


DON  ISAAC  ABRAVANEL 
BORN  500  YEARS  AGO 

{  C  oiitimicd  from  pcujc  8; 

ligious  point  of  view.  He  tried  to  in- 
terpret the  words  of  the  Holy  Books 
from  the  social  and  political  sides  as 
well,  thus  anticipating  the  modern 
commentators  by  a  few  centuries.  He, 
also,  made  extensive  use  of,  and  often 
quoted  the  Christian  Exigetes  like 
Jerome  and  St.  Augustine.  Eor  this 
reason,  perhaps,  he  has  a  considerable 
influence  on  the  later  Christian  trans- 
lators and  commentators  of  the  Bible. 
He  also  displays  good  hterary  sense 
and  critical  insight  in  providing  every 
book  of  the  Old  Testament  with  an 
introduction  in  which  he  analyzes  the 
contents  of  the  book  and  makes  some 
valuable  comments.  A  fault  that  can 
be  found,  however,  is  that  he  is  in- 
clined to  be  prolix.  At  one  point  he 
departs  from  the  accepted  Jewish  tra- 
dition and  follows  the  Christian  prac- 
tice of  placing  Daniel  among  the  pro- 
phets. This  is  done  probably  to 
strengthen  his  argument  for  the  a|> 
pearance  of  the  Messiah  at  a  certain 
time,  inasmuch  as  the  book  of  Daniel 
forms  the  basis  of  his  Messianic  Es- 
chatolog}'. 

Statesman,  exigete,  financier,  philo- 
sopher, idealist  and  practical  man  of 
affairs — such  is  the  description  in 
brief  of  Don  Isaac  Abravanel.  In 
character  he  was  noble,  generous  and 
sincere.  If  one  were  asked  by  w^hat 
qualities  the  futuer  generations  will 
remember  this  unusual  man  the  ans- 
wer might  be  that  he  will  not  be  re- 
membered for  his  philosophy.  Mediae- 
val philosophy,  even  at  its  best — ex- 
cept from  an  ethical  and  theological 
standpoint — is  no  longer  a  living  issue ; 
it  is  only  of  scholastic  interest.  Abra- 
vanel will  be  remembered  chiefly  for 
his  heroic  spirit  and  manhod.  If  he 
had  chosen,  he  could  have  remained  in 
Spain,  rich  and  honored.  Others  in 
high  positions  among  whom  was  his 
friend  and  colleague  Abraham  Senior, 
chose  the  latter  course,  though  at  the 
price  of  renouncing  their  Judaism. 
Not  so,  Isaac  Abravanel.  He  risked 
everything  to  remain  with  his  brethren, 
partaking  of  their  hardships  and  sor- 
row and  experiencing  their  dangers 
and  sufiferings.  One  must  pause  in  ad- 
miration before  such  a  man  and  ex- 
claim in  eulogy :  here  is  a  hero,  a  true 
Prince  of  Israel. 
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Anti-Jewish  propaganda,  fostered  by 
Xazi  forces,  is  spreading  in  Argentina. 
Much  Hterature,  urging  boycott  of  all 
fcws  and  Russians,  'is  being  distri- 
buted in  P)uen()s  Aires. 


Althougli  (iernian  charitable  and 
cultural  institutions  arc  cxeni|)t  from 
taxation,  the  German  Supreme  Court 
in  Leijv.ig  has  i)laced  Jewish  institu- 
tions of  that  character  in  a  different 
category.  'I'he  coiu^t  denied  such  ex- 
emption to  these  institutions  on  the 
ground  that  they  did  not  benefit  the 
(German  peo])le. 

In  the  Freudenstadt  district  the  Nazi 
government  has  succeeded  in  com- 
pletely wiping  out  the  extensive  cattle 
trade  previously  carried  on  by  Jews 
there.  This  has  been  accomplished  by 
the  Nazis'  inducing  all  the  insurance 
companies  in  the  district  to  refuse  to 
insure  any  cattle  purchased  from  Jews 
or  through  Jewish  agents,  and  all  the 
banks  t(j  refuse  to  lend  money  to  pur- 
chasers of  such  cattle  from  those 
sources. 

I'rofessor  Frank,  of  Heidelberg  Uni- 
versit}'.  is  touring  Germany  for  the 
special  ])urpose  of  lecturing  to  officials 
on  the  "Ways  of  Jewry."  He  is  to 
furnish  them  with  "scientific  reasons" 
for  removing  Jews  from  ])ublic  life 
and  for  justifying  Nazi  anti-Semitic 
acivities.  Ths  mission  is  necessitated 
by  the  failure  of  the  crude  methods  of 
the  blatant  Jew-baiters  to  influence  the 
more  educated  and  higher  officials. 


Although  it  has  authoritatively  been 
denied  that  the  Italian  government  in- 
tends to  institute  an  anti-Jewish  policy. 
Fascist  attacks  on  Jews  and  Zionism 
are  increasing  wtih  alarming  intensity. 
In  a  book,  "The  Jews  in  Italy,"  by 
Deputy  Paolo  Orantj,  a  University 
])rofessor  and  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Fascist  party,  Zionism  is  violenth' 
attacked  as  being  "anti-Italian."  It  is 
said  there  that  the  establishment  of  a 
Jewish  National  Ihime  in  Palestine  is 
inconsistent  with  the  interests  of  Italy 
in  the  Mediterranean.  The  author  de- 
clares that  "Zionism  in  Italy  is  absurd 
and  undesirable,  for  it  brings  Italian 
Jews  in  contact  with  the  Jews  in  lib- 
eral and  democratic  countries.  It  is 
impossible  to  be  a  good  Italian  and  a 
Zionist."  In  the  Tevcrc,  a  ]:)ro-Nazi 
pajier.   racial   legislation   against  ])er- 


sons  of  lewish  blood  is  demanded.  It 
has  published  a  list  of  1600  Jewish 
families  in  Italy  which,  it  says,  "may 
be  of  service  at  the  ]>resent  moment." 
One  of  its  articles  urging  racial  leg- 
islation has  been  reproduced  in  the 
(Jitddriz'io.  an  e.xlrc-nie  I'^ascist  org.'in. 

Major  Ilroadhursl,  former  Chief  of 
the  Palestine  Police,  speaking  on  "Ten 
\'ears  in  the  Palestine  Civil  Service," 
declared  that  he  had  never  known  a 
single  case  of  cruelty  to  children  liy  a 
Jew,  that  there  was  very  little  crime  or 
drunkenness  in  the  all-Jewish  city  f)f 
Tel-Aviv,  that  there  were  no  idlers  in 
that  city,  and  that  the  Jews  had  trans- 
formed Palestine  from  a  desert  into  an 
oasis. 

*  *  * 

.\n  intensive  campaign  is  being  pro- 
secuted in  London  to  provide  for  the 
religious  education  of  young  Jewish 
girls.  Organizations,  including  the 
Jewish  Religious  Education  Board  and 
the  Union  of  Hebrew  and  Religion 
Classes,  are  providing  facilities  for  in- 
structing thousands  of  Jewish  gir'.s  in 
their  religion  so  as  to  prepare  them  for 
their  duties  as  Jewish  wives  and  moth- 
ers and  to  enable  them  to  retain  their 
])osition  in  the  community  as  self-re- 
specting Jews  in  the  face  of  anti-Semi- 
tic influences. 

^  ^  ^ 

In  Warsaw,  the  anti-Semitic  Endek 
1  'arty  sponsored  business  concerns  for 
the  ])urpose  of  driving  the  Jews  out  of 
business.  As  a  supjwsed  aid,  these  con- 
cerns exhibited  signs  to  the  effect  that 
they  were  not  Jewish.  Many  of  them, 
however,  found  their  business  decreas- 
ing and  a  large  number  clo.sed.  Their 
association,  consequently  advised  them 
to  remove  the  "non-Jewish"  signs. 

*  *  * 

An  orthodox  Jewish  agricultural  and 
handicraft  training  school  has  been  es- 
tablished in  Sweden.  It  is  intended  to 
l)rei)are  young  Jews  for  Palestine  set- 
tlement and  practical  life  generally.  A 
grou])  of  young  Chalutzim  is  connect- 
ed with  the  school.  The  institution  is 
operated  on  a  non-])rolit  basis,  being 
subsidized  ])y  the  Jewisli  eonuminities 
in  Stockholm  and  (ioteborg  and  bv 
private  individuals. 

*  *  * 

In  the  recent  Bucharest  municii^al 
elections,  thirty-six  seats  wer'>  at  stake. 
.\  very  vigorous  campaign  was  waged 
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bv  anti-Semitic  j^arties.  Not  a  single 
seat,  however,  was  won  b\-  them. 


Dr.  F.  Moses,  a  ])rominent  Jew.  has 
been  elected  Mayor  of  liombay.  He  is 
the  third  Jew  to  occupy  this  office. 

*  *  * 

An  anti-Jewish  article  published  in 
an  organ  of  the  Salzberg  Teachers' 
Union  was  denounced  by  the  local  So- 
ciety of  Catholic  Teachers  as  being 
"out  of  keeping  with  the  true  .\ustrian 
spirit." 

*  *  * 

Defamation  of  Jews  by  the  Algerian 
press  may  cease  if  the  promise  of  M. 
LeBeau,  Governor-General  of  Algeria, 
is  carried  out.  The  Governor-General 
informed  a  delegation  of  .Mgerian 
Jewish  leaders  that  legislation  is  being 
enacted  to  prohibit  the  malicious  ex- 
pression of  opinion  with  resjiect  to  re- 
ligious connecti<nis,  views,  honor  and 
libertN'  ot  {hv  individu;d, 
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these  things  belong  not  to  the  fun- 
damental doctrines,  therefore  he  omit- 
ted them  there ;  the  question  arises, 
why  did  he  name  them  among  the 
"Principles  of  the  Law,"  while  he  men- 
tions no  other  commandment?  If  they 
belong  to  the  principles  of  the  Law. 
why  did  he  omit  them  among  the  card- 
inal doctrines? 

The  third  objection  is  this:  Of  all 
the  thirteen  fvmdamental  doctrines, 
and  the  principles  of  the  Law,  he  counts 
only  two  among  the  divine  command- 
ments, viz :  the  existence  of  the  Diety 
and  His  union,  to  which  he  adds : 
"And  the  knowledge  of  these  things 
is  a  positive  divine  commandment." 
So  he  also  counts  them  in  his  book  on 
the  "Number  of  the  Divine  Command- 
ments." None  of  the  other  doctrines 
or  principles  is  counted  among  either 
the  positive  or  negative  command- 
ments. This  is  very  strange.  If  those 
indeed,  are  fundamental  doctrines  and 
principles  of  the  Law,  which  one  must 
believe,  how  is  it  that  God  did  not 
command  us  to  do  so?  Again  if  we 
are  at  liberty  to  believe  or  disbelieve 
them,  it  is  a  plain  contradiction  to 
what  he  says,  that  every  believer  in 
religion  must  believe  them.  We  can  not 
remove  this  objection  by  the  suppos- 
ition that  Maimonides  like  Chisdai 
thought  cardinal  principles  are  no  ob- 
jects of  option,  while  commandments 
must  be  left  to  our  free-will  to  obey 
or  disobey  them,  therefore  he  did  not 
count  them  among  the  commandments  ; 
— for  he  counts  the  existence  of  the 
Deity  and  His  unity  on  both  sides,  also 
among  the  commandments'  Nor  can 
it  be  maintained  that  he  counts  not  all 
cardinal  doctrines  among  the  divine 
commandments,  because  he  did  not 
find  passages  in  Scriptures  where  they 
are  commanded  ; — the  third  doctrine, 
that  God  is  no  corporeal  being  is  based 
by  Maimonides  himself  upon  a  pas- 
sage of  Scriptures,  viz :  "And  ye  shall 
be  very  careful  for  the  .sake  of  your 
lives,  for  ye  have  not  seen  any  sim- 
ilitude," &'C.,  and  the  ancient  doctors 
already  said  H ishshomcr  (used  in  this 
])assage,  I'en  and  Al)  in  the  law  de- 
note a  prohibitory  commandment.  Why 
then  did  he  not  count  this  among  the 
divine  commandments?  The  same  is 
the  case  with  the  doctrine  of  God  be- 
ing the  first  and  primitive  cause  of 
all  entities  which  is  said  plainly  in 
Scriptures:  "For  in  six  days  God  made 
heaven  and  earth,"  Sec;  the  same  is 


the  case  with  the  doctrine  that  God 
only  should  be  worshipped,  as  Script- 
ures say,  "And  ye  shall  serve  the  Lord 
your  God;" — the  eternity  of  the  Law, 
which  doctrine  he  bases  on  the  scriptur- 
al passage :  "Ye  shall  not  add  thereto, 
nor  diminish  thereof."  Why  then  did 
he  omit  these  doctrines  among  the  di- 
vine commandments  founded  on  Scrip- 
tures, especially  as  he  mentions  other 
commandments  based  much  less  on  the 
Bible? 

The  fourth  objection  is  this:  Why 
does  he  begin  his  book  Madda  in  speak- 
ing of  the  lirst  doctrine  to  be  "The  prin- 
ciple of  all  principles,  and  the  pillar 
of  all  wisdom,"  when  he  should  have 
said,  "One  of  the  first  principles  is 
to  be  in  the  existence  of  the  Deity." 
Wliat  is  it  to  us  in  a  theological  re- 
spect, whether  this  is  also  the  pillar  of 
all  .secular  wisdom  ?  He  uses  this  phrase 
neither  in  his  commentary  to  the 
Mishna.  nor  in  his  book  on  the  com- 
mandments. I  must  also  object  to  the 
words  he  uses  in  that  connection, 
"Therefore  His  truth  (of  his  exist- 
ence) has  no  similarity  to  the  truth 
of  any  creature."  There  is  no  need  for 
this  passage. 

The  fifth  objection  i.s  this:  He 
writes  in  the  third  paragraph  of  Madda, 
"This  Essence  is  the  God  of  the  world, 
the  Lord  of  all  the  earth,  and  He  is 
the  Moving  Power  of  the  uppermost 
orbits,"  &c.  This  idea,  however,  that 
the  First  Cause  is  the  moving  power 
of  the  uppermost  orbits,  has  no  con- 
nection with  the  existence  with  the 
Deity  and  the  necessity  of  His  exist- 
ence. Philosophers  have  spoken  much 
on  this  topic.  Maimonides  in  his 
Morch.  .said  many  contradictorv  words 
on  this  matter,  as  I  have  Femarked  in 
Atereth  Sckcn'nn,  a  work  which  1 
wrote  in  my  youth.  Wh\-  then  did  be- 
take this  doubtful  demdns^ration  to 
explain  the  first  principle,  and  why 
made  he  no  mention  thereof  in  his 
commentary,  to  the  Mishna,  or  his 
book  on  the  commandments.  The  evi- 
dence of  the  existence  of  the  Deity 
being  based  on  the  perpetual  motion 
of  the  celestial  bodies,  actually  refers 
to  the  eternity  of  matter,  which  Mai- 
monides never  believed.  Therefore  I 
ask,  why  is  this  mentioned  in  Madda 
and  no  where  else,  if  it  was  necessary 
to  support  this  first  ])rinciple? 

The  sixth  objection  is  this:  Mai- 
monides on  the  "Principles  of  the  Law" 
on  ex])ounding  the  unity  of  God  he 
finds  it  difficult  to  prove  it,  therefore 


resorts  to  the  indirect  evidence  by 
the  premise  of  (iod's  being  incorporeal, 
and  the  motion  of  the  orbits  which  is 
an  evidence  for  the  existence  of  God 
according  to  Maimonides,  and  not  for 
His  unity.  Another  (|uestion  is,  why 
does  he  not  quote,  as  a  i)roof  of  God's 
unity,  the  scriptural  passage :  "For  the 
Lord  he  is  God  in  heaven  above  and 
on  earth  beneath  there  is  none  beside," 
which  he  quotes  as  proof  for  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Deity,  while  it  actually 
proves  His  unity?  Still  another  (juestion 
is  this:  He  says  m  the  book  Madda  m 
explanation  of  the  fir.st  i)rinciple: 
"Whoever  believes  in  a  Deity  beside 
the  One  true  God  trespasses  the  Law, 
"Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before 
me."  This  commandment,  however, 
is  directed  against  the  plurality  of  gods 
or  politheism,  therefore  Maimonides 
should  have  mentioned  this  after  he 
stated  the  doctrine  of  the  unity  of  God, 
and  not  as  he  does  after  he  mentioned 
the  doctrine  of  the  existence  of  the 
Deity.  If  the  belief  in  the  existence  of 
the  Deity  is  a  divine  command  its  op- 
l)osite  is. not  to  believe  in  another  god; 
its  actual  opposite  is  atheism. 

The  seventh  objection  is  this :  He 
says  in  the  first  place  that  God  is  the 
absolute  and  necessary  existence,  he 
counts,  2  He  is  One,  3  He  is  incor- 
poreal, 4  He  alone  is  primitive.  The- 
osophists  expounded  already  that  the 
dogma  of  God's  being  the  necessar-- 
and  absolute  existence  nrcessarilv  m- 
cludes  His  beaig  one,  incorporeal,  no 
body  and  no  force  in  the  body,  eternal 
without  beginning  or  end ;  for  without 
these  qualities  the  necessary  and  abso- 
lute existence  of  God  can  not  be  imagin- 
ed. It  therefore  follows  that  the  first 
doctrine  includes  the  three  following 
next,  so  that  they  need  not  have  been 
mentioned  at  all. 

The  eighth  objection  is  this:  He 
counts  among  the  cardinal  doctrines  the 
])elief  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead, 
taken  from  the  Mishna :  "And  these 
have  no  portion  in  the  world  to  come, 
who  say  the  resurrection  of  the  dead 
is  not  taught  in  the  Law,"  &c.  But 
according  to  this  Mishna  the  principal 
belief  is  not  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  but  that  this  doctrine  is  taught 
in  the  Law.  Therefore  the  sages  of 
the  Talmud  exerted  themselves  to 
prove  that  the  Law  teaches  this  doc- 
trine, as  they  do  in  the  section  called 
Hclek.  The  question  against  Mamon- 
ides  then  is,  why  did  he  make  belief 
in  the  resurrection  the  fundamental/ 
doctrine,  and  not.  as  his  sources  do, 
the  belief  that  the  resurrection  is 
taught  in  the  law  ? 
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a  comic,  who  excruciates  the  guests  on 
the  porch  by  wearing  funny  hats  and 
falHng  into  the  swimming  pool. 

This  staff  puts  on  some  sort  of  show- 
in  the  Casino  every  night.  Sometimes 
the  shows  are  stolen  froiji  recent 
Broadway  hits,  but  no  one  seems  to 
catch  on,  and  if  they  do  no  one  cares. 
A  typical  week  goes  like  this : 

Monday,  game  night ;  Tuesday, 
marshmallow  roast  around  a  camp 
fire ;  Wednesday,  concert ;  Thursday, 
novelties,  probably  a  "Topsy  Turvy," 
in  which  the  men  dress  as  w^omen,  and 
vice  versa ;  Friday,  dramatics,  with  the 
lifted  scripts ;  Saturday,  a  musical  re- 
vue, featuring  spicy  blackouts,  and 
Sunday,  a  general  get-together,  for 
hellos  to  new  guests  and  good-byes  to 
departing  ones. 

The  season  runs  ten  weeks,  from 
July  1  through  Labor  Day,  with  Me- 
morial Day  week-end  the  tryout  peri- 
od. Like  iVIr.  Ross,  Miss  Levy  some- 
times finds  the  resort  owners  a  bit 
trying.  She  has  no  use.  for  example, 
for  the  owner  who  looks  over  an  as- 
piring social  director  and  says,  blunt- 


ly, "Well  make  me  laugh."  She  has 
seen  strong  men  wilt  under  such  treat- 
ment. She  is  also  dubious  of  an  owner 
who  asks  how  many  suits  a  prospective 
employee  possesses. 

''That  may  be  important,"  she  said, 
"but  what  about  talent?" 

Besides  borscht,  which  is  a  gift  of 
a- Variety  linguist,  the  circuit  is  known 
as  the  Smetena  Farms  (after  the  Jew- 
ish dish  of  sour  cream)  and  the  Al- 
pineers  Round  (  because  the  camps  are 
in  the  mountains,  although  no  one 
seems  eager  to  climb  them. 

"To  be  a  success  in  the  mountains, 
you  have  to  have  look.^,  talent  and 
sex  appeal,"  said  Chubby  Lentz,  un- 
self-consciously.  Mr.  Lcntz  has  been  a 
success  in  the  mountains  himself  for 
the  last  eight  years  and  he  has  every 
expectation  of  repeating  this  summer, 
when  he  will  be  at  the  Hotel  Brick- 
man,  at  Fallsburg,  N.  Y. 

"You  have  to  be  a  good  mixer.  The 
men  guests  love  to  be  able  to  call  the 
prima  donna  'dearie,'  and  if  she  don't 
like  it,  she  gets  the  gate.  Also,  the 
girls  regard  us  men  as  personages 
from  the  theatrical  world,  and  we 
have  to  be  nice  to  them.  Sometimes 
that's  hard,  and  sometimes  it  isn't.  The 


management  likes  you  to  dance  with 
the  girls  and  take  walks  with  them  at 
night.  The  only  time  the  management 
kicks  is  when  you  dance  with  only  one 
girl.  The  management  does  not  ap- 
prove of  your  concentrating  yourself 
like  that. 

"Lots  of  the  guests  are  stenographers 
and  clerks  who  try  to  crowd  a  year  of 
romance  and  adventure  into  a  two- 
week  vacation.  That  is  tough  on  the 
staff,  because  we  have  to  keep  up  with 
every  group  that  comes  up  for  two 
weeks.  I  figure  we  live  about  twenty 
years  each  summer. 

"You  get  plenty  of  laughs,  though. 
Personally,  the  honeymooners  hand  me 
the  biggest  laugh.  I  make  it  a  point 
to  sit  around  talking  with  them  in 
the  evening.  Around  1 1  the  guy  starts 
loking  at  the  girl,  or  the  girl  starts 
looking  at  the  guy,  but  I  keep  right  on 
talking.  .Sometimes  I  have  kept  a 
honeymoon  couple  sitting  in  the  lobby 
until  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  just 
talking.  That  is  worth  a  laugh  any 
day." 

At  many  of  the  resorts,  particular- 
ly the  less  ambitious  ones,  the  per- 
formers double  up  as  waiters,  bus- 
boys,  swimming  instructors  and  night 
clerks. 


WITH  LIMITED  COVERAGE 
SPECIALISTS  SAVE  FOR 
COMPANY  ASSUREDS 

The  increasing  compeUtion  of  modern  industrial  life  has  caused  intens- 
ified specialization  in  every  branch  of  business  and  professional  life.  The 
same  necessity  must  prevail  in  the  Insurance  Field.  Y/e  find  companies 
limiting  their  coverage  to  automobile,  fire,  or  life  insurance,  and  thus  estab- 
lishing efficiency  and  economy  in  their  chosen  specializations. 

So  with  the  Consolidated  Taxpayers  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
Writing  only  Owners,  Landlords  and  Tenants  Liability  Insurance,  with  Ele- 
vator coverage,  the  company  prides  itself  in  training  its  personnel  as 
specialists.  And  by  limiting  itself  to  the  environs  of  Greater  New  York  and 
Long  Island,  this  company  has  dispensed  with  the  costly  and  indirect  su- 
pervision of  far-flung  offices. 

By  reason  of  this  concentration,  the  Consolidated  Taxpayers  Mutual 
Insurance  Company,  for  the  year  1936,  points  with  pride  to  the  LOWEST 
LOSS  RATIO  IN  ITS  HISTORY. 


Consolidated  Taxpayers  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 


HARRY  STRONGIN.  President 


COMMISSION  PAID  TO  BROKERS 


164  MONTAGUE  STREET  TRiangle  5-5300 

BROOKLYN.  N.  Y. 


Saving  with  Assurance 


